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of particular importance to visit the town of
Villa do Porto Feliz, on the Rio Tieté, where

various information was to be obtained, respecting
the trade between §S. Paulo and Matto-grosso,
which 1s carried on from that place. The distance
from Ypanema to Villa do Porto Feliz is five
leagues and a half. The road leads generally in
a north-west direction, over hilly campos, and
through low woody tracts, where we did not
meet with a single house. The capitio mor, who
had been made acquainted with our arrival by our
obliging host and companion, received us with
great hospitality, and readily showed us every
thing remarkable in the place, which consists of a
few huts, lying on the eminence. The Rio Tieté,
formerly called Anhembi, flows on the west side,
at the foot of the village. The water is of the
same disagreeable dark brown colour as in the
neighbourhood of S. Paulo. At this place, having
been joined by several small rivers, among which
are the Rio dos Pinheiros, the Jundiahy, and the
Capibari, 1t has already acquired a considerable
mass of water, so as to be from twelve to fifteen
fathoms broad, and 1t runs southward, between
rocky banks, covered with thick forests. Close to the
port, which is nothing more than a creek, cleared
of wood and stones, and at present showing no sign
of trade and business, except a few boats drawn on

shore, a rocky wall rises to the height of forty or
fiftty feet, which, in the Lingua Geral, 1s called
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Arara-ita-guaba, i. e. the place where the araras
eat stones, and formerly had given the same
name to the town. These rocks consist of the
same stone, belonging to the sandstone formation,
which 1s found about Ypanema. Its surface is
covered with a fine yellowish grey marl, containing
here and there imbedded fragments of sandstone ;
which marl i1s also found in other places, for ex-
ample, on the hills of the town, exhibiting an
ciilorescent white salt, probably alum. It is said to

have been observed, that after the end of the rainy
season the araras and other birds flock hither from all

the neighbouring country, to rub off with their bills,
and lick up, the saline efflorescence of the stone.
We could not be witnesses of this singular scene ;
on the contrary, the whole country, which was in
itselt’ so melancholy, from the dark waters of the
river, appeared as if dead. The licking of the
ground by animals in the hotter part of Brazil,
where the surface of the earth, in extensive tracts,
produces salt, and particularly saltpetre, 1s how-
ever, of very ordinary occurrence, to which we
shall revert in the sequel. Not far from the town

several large rolled pieces of greenstone are visible
in loam ; lime also is said to be found in the neigh-

bourhood.
It was from Porto Feliz that the Paulistas set out

upon their first expedition to explore the interior
of the Sertdes, lying to the west. Thirst of gold,
and love of adventures excited them, so far back
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as the end of the seventeenth century, to follow
the course of the Tieté. After they had happily
passed its numerous falls they came into the Parana,
and from that into the Rio Pardo, up which they
then sailed. The crystal water of the Rio Sangue-
xuga, one of the principal sources of the Rio Pardo,
seemed to promise them ample success in their
search for gold. They explored the country ;
washed the earth, in hopes of finding that precious
metal 3 and passing the limit of’ the waters of the
Serra. de Camapuao, reached the sources of the
Embotatay, which they descended till they at last
entered the broad stream of the Paraguay. In the
marshy and unhealthy tracts they at first, indeed,
found no gold ; but the report of’ the riches of the
neighbourhood, particularly towards the west, the
exaggerated accounts of the treasures which the
expeditions of the Spaniards — among others that
of Cabeza de Vaca, and that of the enterprising
Portuguese, Aleyxo Garcia— had met with in these
countries ; lastly, their usual inclination to attack
the less powerful and scattered Indian tribes, and
to carry away the prisoners as slaves, were sufficient
reasons to induce several Paulistas to undertake
this tedious and dangerous voyage. Antonio Pires
de Campos took, in the year 1718, the same route,
and discovered the gold mines of Cujaba, while he
was endeavouring to procure prisoners of the
Indian tribe of the Cuchipos. In a few years so
great a number of oold-washers flocked to this new
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Kldorado, that several villages quickly arose, and a
brisk intercourse commenced between this colony
and the mother country. The way down the
Tieté, &c., was, at first, the only one known, and
all necessaries were conveyed by it to the interior.
Considering the immense treasures which the mines

venturers should not think of any kind of work
which did not immediately satisfy their thirst of
gold. They even neglected to cultivate a sufficient
quantity of maize and mandiocca, and the colony,
therefore, long remained absolutely dependent upon
S. Paulo for its supplies; nay, there was frequently a
scarcity of provisions,which, aswell as all otherneces-
saries,could notbe obtained but at enormous prices.t

The colony was entirely surrounded by hostile
Indian tribes. The Payagoas dwelling on the
banks of the Paraguay, and of the Pantanaés or the

* (Corografia Brasilica, 1. p. 250.

+ In the year 1731 the first brandy was distilled at Cujaba,
from sugar-cane planted there; a frasco (some quarts) cost at
first ten octaves of gold. 'The alqueire of maize cost six, of
bez;ns, PEDE B pound of salt meat, or bacon, two; a plate of
salt, four ; a fowl, a pound of sugar, or a shirt, six octaves of
gold. The daily pay of a gold-washer in some parts, for in-
stance, at Chapada de Francisco Xavier, was still two octaves
in 1736. The innumerable quantity of rats, in the first years
after the foundation of the colony, made a cat one of the most
important domestic animals, and the first two were sold for a

pound of gold. Corogr. Bras., 1. p. 255.
VOL. 1l. K
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marsh of' the Xarayes, which is annually overflowed
by the banks of that river, during the rainy season,
were a numerous nation, skilled in navigation,
and very dangerous to the convoys of the colony,
especially when they crossed the Pantanaés. 'Lhe
Guaycuriis, an equally numerous and well-mounted
tribe, who resided in the grassy plains between the
rivers Embotatay and S. Lourenzo, attacked the
colonists in the settlements and mines ; and having
procured themselves some boats, they even pursued
the vessels of the Paulistas whenever they got sight
of them. The latter, theretore, gave up the navi-
gation of the Rio Embotatay (Imboteter), which
was chiefly disturbed by the Payagoas, and fotlow-
ed the course of the Tacoary, which falls into the
Paraguay more to the north; and this route was,
in the sequel, universally taken. For the same
reason, after the year 1723, the boats of the Paul-
istas sailed together from the harbour of Porto
Feliz, at high water, after the rainy season (in the
months of February and March), m order to con-
vey to Cujaba the most important necessaries, pro-
visions, ammunition, and tools for working the
mines. Such flotillas often consisted of more than
a hundred canoes, accompanied by a military escort.
Yet, even these considerable expeditions were at-
tacked, in the first years, by the warlike Indians;
and only the increasing population of the gold dis-
trict was able to keep them gradually in awe. The
discovery and the working of the rich gold mines
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of Villa Bella (1785) augmented the number of the
colonists. In the year 1736 a way by land was
opened from Goyaz, the mines of which had been
discovered twelve years before, and 1500 persons
left the gold mines at this place in order to enrich
themselves more speedily in Matto-grosso; at a
later period the journey from Cujaba to the river
of the Amazons, and to Para (in the year 1742, by
Manocel de Lima, on the rivers Guaporé and Ma-
deira, and 1n the year 1744 by Joao de Souza on
the Arinos and Tapajoz), proved the possibility of
an immediate connection between Matto-grosso
and Para. The way down the rivers from Porto Feliz
continued, however, to be much the most frequent-
ed. Even Don Antonio Rolim de Moura, the first
governor of Matto-grosso, went by this way to

the new province (1751). It was only when the po-

pulation of Goyaz increased that the way by land

was more used, and that on the 'lieté gradually

abandoned ; so that at present no more than from

six to ten boats go annually from Porto Feliz to
Cujaba.

The capitio mor of Porto Feliz had, in former

yﬁears, made some journeys thither himselt, and '
gave us a most discouraging description of the

fatigues and dangers to which travellers are ex-
posed. The vessels (canoas) which are employed on
this voyage are made, like the barks in the lakes of
Upper Bavaria, of a single trunk of the zberdva or

rimbowva ; they are from fifty to sixty feet long, five
F 2
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feet and a half broad, three to four feet deep, and
can carry a cargo of 400 arrobas, besides the neces-
sary provisions. They are generally made in the
beautiful forests on the Rio Piracicaba, which falls
into the Tieté about eleven miles to the north-west
of Porto Feliz. They are commonly manned by
eight persons who, as the narrow vessel will not ad-
mit of sails, use only short oars and long poles.
The navigation on the Tiet¢ is very tedious on ac-

count of its extraordinary windings ; unhealthy,
from the thick fogs which rise a few hours after
sunset ; and dangerous, from the numerous water-
falls which must be passed. "Though the mouth of
the Tieté is only five and forty leagues 1n a straight
line from Porto Feliz, the boatmen estimate the
route whichthey are obliged to take, at one hundred
and thirty leagues. 'T'he river is full of wviolent
currents, rocks, and waterfalls, thirteen of which
cannot be passed without landing half the cargo.
The waterfalls of Avanhandavussti and Itapure, the
latter of which. i1s only seven leagues above the
junction of the T'ieté with the Parana, are still more
dangerous; the stream falls, in both places, thirty
feet, and it is therefore necessary entirely to u nload
the boat, and to forward 1t by land. When the tra-
vellers have reached the Parana, that river, the great
waterfall of which, Urubt-Punga, 1s three miles
further to the north, conveys them, as soon as the
dangerous current of lupia is passed, without ha-
zard, to the mouth ot the Rio Pardo, where they
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generally arrive on the fifth day. The Parang
rolls its immense mass of waters slowly and majes-
tically along in a broad bed, and is said to be even
here half a league across. The navigation on it is
agreeable, but dangerous when a high wind arises,
by which tremendously high waves are dashed
against the shallow boats. The eastern bank is ge.
nerally high and the western low, and both are of
white sand covered with woods. The latter cease
when the travellers leave this main stream and pro-
ceed up the Rio Pardo, which descends through an
extensive country covered with grass, with great
impetuosity and considerable fall, interrupted by
two and thirty cataracts. 'The navigation on this
river is extremely difficult, so that it often requires
two months to pass the eighty leagues of its course:
In the harbour of Sangue-xuga the boats are un-
loaded and conveved on four-wheeled cars drawn
by oxen, two miles and a half to the harbour of
Camapuao. Here the travellers meet with the first
settlement of inhabitants in this wilderness (sertdo),
where they may purchase what provisions they
want, such as maize, bacon, beans, and dried salt
meat. The fazenda of Camapuao lies exactly half
way on this fatiguing route, and is often a place of
refuge for the crew, who are frequently all attacked
with malignant fevers, caused by incessant hard-
ships, and the damp foggy climate they have travel-
led through. The government has placed a de-
tachment of soldiers here, whose business it is to
F 3
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protect the fazenda against the attacks of the neigh-
bouring Cujapds, and to assist travellers in convey-
ing their effects over the isthmus. *

From this fazenda, the boats proceed down the
shallow little river Camapuio with only half their
cargo, till they reach the deeper Rio Cochim. On
this river, which winds between steep clifis and
rocks, they have again to pass two and twenty ra-
pids and falls, some of which make 1t necessary
entirely to unload the boat; others, to take out half
the cargo. From the Cochim they come into the
Tacoary, a considerable river, which is generally
about seventy fathoms broad, and has only two
falls, the second of which, Belliago, is the last of
the hundred and thirteen which the boats have to
pass from Porto Feliz to Cujaba. "1'his river comes
down with numerous windings through pleasant
grassy plains, into the lowlands, towards the Para-
guay, and empties itself by many mouths mto the
main stream. In former times it was frequently
visited by the Payagoas Indians, who came from the
lower Paraguay to attack travellers. In order to
be able to make an effectual defence, all the canoes
which undertake the voyage at the same time,
usually assemble in the barbour of Pouzo Alegre,
from which they proceed, under the direction
of an admiral, chosen from their own body. All
travellers agree in the praise of these countries,
where they say that the stranger is constantly sur-
prised by an abundance of new and remarkable
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objects. According to their accounts, these islands
and the banks of the river are inhabited by innu-
merable flocks of birds; the shoals of fish in this
river, whichcome from the Paraguay, are incredible.

Palms of singular forms stand upon the banks,
alternating with a beautiful vegetation of aromatic
grasses and shrubs. The scenery is said to be still
more remarkable and pleasing when the travellers
have arrived in the canals, between the Pantanaés
themselves; thousands of ducks and water-hens
rise 1n the air on the approach of the boats; storks
of immense size wade the boundless swamps, and
divide the sovereignty over the waters with the ter-
rible crocodiles ; sometimes they sail for leagues
together between thick plantations of rice, which
here grows spontaneously ; and thus this solitary
tract, which 1s but seldom animated by a canoe
of the Guaycurts engaged in fishing, recalls to mind
the plantations and agriculture of Europe. The
diversity and grandeur of the scenery announce the
vicinity of’ a great river, and after four or five days
journey the navigators reach the Paraguay, which,
at this place, 1s almost a league 1n breadth, even in
the dry season, but during the rains overflows the
Pantanaés, and spreads 1mmto a vast lake above a hun-
dred square leagues 1n extent. « 1he navigation,

though against the stream, 1s easy here, and the voy-
age to the mouth of the Rio de S. Lourenzo or dos
Porrudos, is generally made in eight days; trom this
theyat length reach the RioCujaba, and in ten days’
r 4
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saill up that river, come to the Villa de Cujaba. The
whole voyage occupies from four to five months.
While the trade upon the Tieté still flourished,
arms, cloth, cottons and white calicoes, glass-ware
and pottery, salt, and all other European articles,
went by this way to Cujaba and Matto-grosso.
The returns consisted in copaiva oil, pichurim

beans, tamarinds, resinous oums,wax, guarana, gold-
dust, and skins, particularly of the Brazilian otters
and ounces. The articles imported by so long
and dangerous a route, were at first very dear; but
by degrees the prices declined, till they bore a due
proportion to those on the coast; especially after
the route by land caused the two ways by water,
from Porto Feliz on the Tieté, and trom Para on the
Tocantins and the Araguava, to be abandoned.
The Villa de Cujaba, which, on account of 1ts
more healthy climate, exceeds in population and
prosperity the Villa Bella, now the Cidade de
Matto-grosso, and is chosen by the governor tor his
residence during one half of the year, 1s the prin-
cipal place in the province for the trade, by land,

as well as on the rnvers.

The Indian tribes, who at first attacked tra-
vellers on the river, have now retired for the most
part into more distant regions, or have adopted
more peaceable dispositions, and come to the river
only from time to time, in order to trade with the

boats that sail along it. In exchange for kurop-
ean articles, they offer honey, wax, copal, and the
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fruit of several species of palm. They are princi-
pally Cayapés who visit the canoes on their way from
the Tieté into the Tacoary, and Guaycuras who
-show themselves on the rest of the voyage. The
Cayapos, also called Caipos, are the most powertul
nation in the province of Goyaz : they possess the
wildernesses between the western bank of the
Parand and the Paraguay, and around the sources
of the Araguaya, and the streams which join it at
the commencement of its course, and sometimes
extend their excursions further to the north and
south. The Guaycuras or Quaicuras, called also
Cavalleiros by the Portuguese, inhabit the plains on
the two banks of the Paraguay, which are for the
most part open and covered with grass, namely, on
the east side between the rivers T acoary and
Ipani, and on the west side to the Serra de Albu.
querque.* They are the most numerous and most
powertul nation in Matto-grosso, and -formidable
to all their neighbours. The chief object of their
frequent wars, is to make prisoners, whom they
carry oft as slaves, and keep in very rigorous ser-
vitude. Lhere is perhaps no tribe of the South
American Indians, among whom the state of

* We mention some of the characteristics of the life of the
Guaycuras, n which we follow partly oral communications,
and partly the accounts of this nation, given in the Journal
O Patriota (July, &c. 1818.), which were written by Major
R. F. de Almeida Serra, of the Engineers, and have been
copied word for word by Cazal.
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slavery is so distinctly marked, as among them.
Captivity and birth are the two causes which con-
demn an individual to slavery. Both of these
imply a certain difference of caste, which is main-
tained with great rigour. The slave or his de-
scendant can never contract a marriage with a free
person, because he would profane it by such a
union. ke i1s condemned to menial occupations,
and 1s not allowed to accompany his master in
war. We were informed that among the Guay-
curus, there is no means by which their slaves can
be made free. 'I'he great superiority of the nation
over most of' their neighbours, has induced many
of the latter voluntarily to become their vassals.
Thus there are among them Indians of the nations
of the Goaxis, Guanas, Guatos, Gayvabas, Bororés,
Ooroas CayapoOs, Xiquitos, and Xamococds; for
they are constantly at variance with all these dif-
ferent tribes, and almost always conquer them,
because the possession of horses likewise gives
them a great superiority. In former times, they
made prisoners only of the youthful portion of
their enemies, massacreing all the adults; but

their manners have now become milder in this re-
spect. lhey, however, never were cannibals, and
the greater part of the tribe which dwells on the
eastern banks of the Paraguay, has been, since
the year 1791, in alliance with the Portuguese,
whose friendship they sought by an embassy, and
which 1s also secured to them by written con-

\
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ventions ; but this is not the case with the rest
of the nation, for those of the Guaycurts In-
dians who possess the extensive unknown lands
to the west of the river, have no intercourse what-
ever with the Portuguese. Among the savage
Guaycurts, there are several tribes, such as the
Lingoas, the Cambas and the Xiriquanhos, the last
of whom sometimes even make hostile expeditions
against the Spaniards of the province of Santa
Cruz de la Sierra. They make use of bows and

arrows, a club from two to three feet long, and a
lancetfrom twelve tofifteen feet long, which theyarm

with an iron pomnt. They almost always make their
expeditions on horseback, using instead of a bridle,
a single cord made of the fibres of the ananas
leaves. 'T'hey wear a bandage round the body,
which holds their club on the right side, and their
hunting-knife on the left, and by drawing which
very tight they preserve themselves, like many
other Indian tribes, against the sensations of’ hun-

ger, to which they are frequently exposed on such
expeditions. They guide the horse with the left
hand, and carry in the right the bow and arrows
or the lance. In their wars with the other Indians
and the Paulistas, who en cage them by land, they
are said to have a custom of driving together large
herds of wild horses and oxen, and to let them
loose upon the enemy, who being thrown into
disorder by this attack, are the less able to make

any resistance to them.
The use of the horse among these Indians is as
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old as the time of their first acquaintance with the
Iiuropeans, and it seems that these animals first
became known to them on their excursions to-

wards the Spanish possessions of Assumcio, in
which part they had increased with incredible ra-
pidity. Though they are so used to horses, they
are not very good riders, and do not venture to
tame and break the wild animals, except in the
water, where they have less to fear from their res-
tiveness, and are less in danger of falling. Hunting,
fishing, and looking for fruits in the woods, are,
next to war, the chiet occupations of the men.
The business of the women is to prepare the flour
from the roots of the mandiocca plants, which those
who live 1 Aldeas have begun to cultivate, and
the manufacture of cotton stufls, pottery, and other
utensils. T'heir basket-work of fibres, which they
chiefly make of some kinds of palm, are said to
excel 1in beauty and strength those of most of’ the
other Indians. It 1s probably in consequence of
the Kuropean civilisation, which has already exer-

cised its influence, in many respects, over this tribe,
that the women wear an apron, and a large square
piece of striped cotton stuft' which serves as a
cloak. "L'he men, on the contrary, are quite naked,
except the abovementioned narrow bandage round
the loins, which 1s of coloured cotton, and often
adorned with glass beads. 'T'he face and often the
neck and breast ot the adult Guaycuras, are dis-
figured by tattooing, m the shape ol diamonds ;
in the underlip they wear a piece of reed several






