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by his wife. The Indian women, we were told,
showed more attachment to the negroes than to
their own Indian husbands. Runaway negroes,
therefore, frequently appear in the woods as the
cicesber of the Indian women, and are passionately
sought by them. The contrary is the case with the
- Indian men, who consider the negresses as below
their dignity, and despise them. After taking
leave with rather more cordiality, we parted from
our guests and rode through a thick forest to
(Guidowald, where we arrived before sunset.

This farm was built by the commandant, close to
some of the villages of the Indians who were to be ci-

vilised, in order to have them always under his eye.
It 1s situated in a confined, thickly wooded coun-
try, on the western declivity of the Serra da Onca,
a part of the Serra do Mar. The Rio Xipotd, a
river only six fathoms broad, which rises not far
from this place, and then joins the Rio da Pomba,
flows near the fazenda, to the north, and divides
1t from the settlement of the Indians on the other -
side. The predominant kind of rock in this
country 1s gneiss, or gneiss-granite, over which
are thick beds of red clay. It is said, indeed,
that traces of gold have been found here, yet
the streams bring# nothing down with them but
little fragments of quartz, rock-crystal, and splin-
ters of amethysts. 'When the wood 1s felled and
cultivated, it produces plentiful crops of maize,
mandiocca, beans, and likewise cotton. We had
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been only a few hours at Guidowald, when we

saw a horde of Coropds, who were come to ex-
hange dried ipecacuanha roots at captain Mar-
%Q;r’s, for cottons and iron wares. As soon as
they heard that strangers were present, they crept,
scattered round about the house, and peeped 1n
to see what was passing. This tribe of Coropos
consists at present of hardly 300 individuals, who
dwell in many small aldeas along the shores of the
Rio da Pomba. They are on good terms with
the Portuguese, whom they have acknowledged
as their masters since 1767, and appear to be the
most civilised among the Indians of Minas Geraés.
Those whom we saw here were all of a middling
stature, with broad shoulders, large jaws, very
lean, particularly in the calves, and had a very
disagreeable. mongol countenance. They were
almost entirely naked; some of the women, as
soon as they saw us, put on short cotton aprons,
which they carried with them wrapped up n palm
leaves. In spite of all our endeavours, we found
it impossible to examine their language, as well
on account of their invincible reserve In our pre-
sence, as for want of a skilful interpreter. ~Among
the few words which we drew from them, we were
struck by ¢ Handw” (in German Handtuch), by
which they designate a pocket-handkerchiet, and
which they, like the Germans, express
After these Indians had disposed
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of the far_m, they retired in the evening to the
woods.

The nearest huts of the Coroados (A4ldea do Cz-
priano) were only a few hundred paces from Gui-
dowald. We visited them in the evening, and
found the tent-shaped huts, which were made of
palm leaves, quite empty, except here and there
an old person. The inhabitants, fearing that we
‘were come to take them away for soldiers, had
fled over the Rio Xipotd to their neighbours in
the woods. It was not till they had convinced
themselves of our peaceable intentions by their
spies, that they gradually returned. A young
Coroado, whom Captain Marlier had taken into his
house and polished a little, was particularly instru-
mental in gaining us the confidence of these sa-
vages, and we were by degrees surrounded by a
ogreat number of them, who assembled in Guido-
wald with and without arms. By several trifling
presents, among which painted soldiers made of
lead were the most agreeable, we gained their at-
tachment, and our soldier, on his promise to treat
them with mandiocca, maize and brandy, received
an assurance that they would come on the follow-
ing day in great numbers, to execute a festive
dance in our presence. At the approach of night,
they departed unperceived. Some of them slept
in the barn, and others in the neighbouring huts
from which they returned early in the morning to

make preparations for the festival. These con-
Q 4
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sisted in preparing an intoxicating liquor (Kzvir,
Viri, Vinhassa of the Portuguese) from a decoc-
tion of maize. We went, as if’ by chance, to the
place chosen for the meeting, to witness the man-
ner in which they prepared this beverage, and
found there several women employed ; some were

pounding the grain in a hollow trunk of a ftree,

others put the maize into an unburnt earthen ves-

sel, which was several feet high, narrow below,
and broad above, in which it was boiled with a
great quantity of water. On our entrance they
ran away, but seeing that we looked at them 1n a
friendly manner, they returned to their employ-
ment. One old woman, and several young ones,
took the coarsely ground and boiled flour out of
the pot with their hands, chewed 1t, and then put
it in the pot again. DBy this mode of treatment,
the decoction begins to ferment, and becomes 1n-
toxicating. *

While we were looking at these not very inviting
operations, one of us saw a small serpent creep out

¥ ]t is remarkable that this mode of preparing a fermented
liguor out of maize, mandiocca flour or bananas, 1s found
among the various Indian tribes of America, and seems pe-
culiar to this race. Wafer found it among the Indians on the
isthmus of Darien. (Voy. de Dampier. Amst. 1705, p. 228.)
They there call this beverage Chichach-capah ; in Potosi, where
the Benedictine monk, George Ruiz of Augsburg, according to
the manuscript accounts sent to his convent, also found 1it,
Chicha. The same custom likewise prevails in Cayenne, Su-
rinam, and on the coast of the Amazons.
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of the ground, which, on account of the thickness
of its tail, is here called the two-headed serpent,
Cobra de duas cabegas (Ceecilia annulata, nob.). *
T'he Indians dread it as venomous, and fled, terri-
fied at the naturalist, who had seized it by the
head, and playing with it, carried it towards them.
Nothing could have inspired the simple people
with greater respect for us; from this time they
looked upon us with the same awe as they feel for
their Pajés (their magicians, priests, and physi-
cians) ; a feeling which we readily maintained
among them. |

Towards evening, we heard the sound of the
ox-horn echo in the woods. Our guests gradually
slipped 1n at the back door, quite softly ; and in a
short time, the barn, into which the liquor had
been brought, was filled with a great number of
Indians. By degrees, those residing at a greater
distance arrived 1n single troops, each with his
whole family, and with bag and baggage, as if

they were going to migrate ; the men who had not
yet secreted their bows and arrows in the neigh-
bouring woods, hid them here; the women put
down their baskets, took the children on their
shoulders, and looked for the drinking cup (cuja).
Without conversing with each other, each member
~ of the family examined the surrounding company
with an unsteady look ; the men approached each

* Spix, Serpent. Bras. tab. xxvi. fig. 1.
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- other, and saluted their neighbours, at most, by
~ pouting out their lips, and a scarcely audible nasal

~ tone. In the middle of the assembly, and nearest
to the pot, stood the chief, who, by his strength,
cunning, and courage, had obtained some com-
mand over them, and had received from Marlier
the title of captain. In his right hand he held the
maraca, the abovementioned castanet, which they
call Gringcrina *, and rattled with it, beating time
with his right foot. Rather walking than dancing,
he advanced slowly, with his body bent forwards,

- round the pot, towards which his eyes were con-
stantly turned. - The dance, the measure of which
was in triple time, was accompanied by him with
~ a low monotonous singing, which was more strongly
marked when he stamped with his foot. "Lhe
oftener the song was repeated, the more solemn
and animated was the expression of his voice and
features. All the rest stood motionless round the
pot, stared at him without speaking, and only now
‘and then, when the words of the dancer, which
seemed to be extempore, moved them, they broke
out into immoderate cries. After this measured
circular dance, by which, probably, it was intended
to conjure and keep off evil spirits, the leader ap-
proached the pot, took from the hand of his neigh-
bour the drinking vessel which he held ready,

'» We did not find any traces among the Indians of the
oracles of the Maracia, mentioned in the accounts of earlier

travellers.
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gravely dipped it into the pot, and took a sip. The
rattling of the gringcrina, and the monotonous
singing began again ; the leader then half emptied
- the cup, and presented it to the others ; every one
then helped himself at pleasure out of the pot, and
the dance and the monotonous music became oe-
neral, and more and more noisy the longer the
cup went round. - We, too, had a full cuja pre-
sented to us, and though filled with disgust, we
were obliged to follow the advice of our guide to
empty 1t, in order not to give the Indians any rea-
son for distrust. The beverage resembles in taste
our malt liquor, and when taken in a large quan-
tity 1s 1ntoxicating, an éﬁ'ect which was but too
manifest towards the end of the feast, by their
leaping and noisy singing of ¢ Hy/ ha ha!””’ Hopes
had been given us that we should see on this oc-

casion the dances of the Coroados; but towards
evening, after their stomachs and heads were full,

one party slipped away after the other, as it by

previous agreement.
The day after our arr ival at Gmdowald a horde

of Puris had shown themselves, who rove about in
this neighbourhood. They crept timidly about the
houses, but at length took courage to enter, and
after we had made them some little presents, they
appeared to acquire confidence, and not to be un-
willing to remain with us. It was easy to observe
that they were ruder, but therefore less mistrusttul
than the Coroados, who had been longer subject to
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the Portuguese. During the drinking feast they had
remained concealed in the neighbouring wood ; but
having been invited by our guide, after it was over,
they came, th ough late in the night, after all the
Coroados had retired to their huts, and being en-

couraged by presents, showed themselves ready to
dance. They were quite naked. Some women had

drawings resembling serpents on their arms, and
other figures of black and red colours on their faces.
Irom native modesty they hid themselves behind
the men, or walked stooping. We gave them pins,
narrow ribbons, leaden soldiers and horsemen.
They tied the latter to strings which they suspended
round their necks. On this occasion we had an
opportunity of pitying the ignorance of this people.
After they had received this present with eager
looks, and examined 1t a long time, they felt the
head, mouth, and teet of the horses, and those of the

leaden soldiers, and seemed desirous of convincing
themselves, by repeated examination and feeling,

~ whether they were animate or inanimate.  When
they had been made familiar, and treated with
plentiful draughts of brandy, of which, like all
Indians, they are passionately fond, they began their
dance by night, on an open spot not far from the
fazenda of Guidowald. If the compact low stature,
the brown red colour, the jet black hair hanging
down in disorder, the disagreeable form of their
broad angular countenances, the small oblique

unsteady blinking eyes, and lastly the tripping short






