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two months. 'T'he chief articles exported to S.
Paulo, which is ten leagues distant, and to Santos,
are mandiocca roots and flour, maize, and sugar,

and the returns consist of salt, iron goods, and

FKuropean manufactures of all kinds ( fazenda
secca) to be employed in the inland trade. In the
environs of this willa, hills alternate with moist
- valleys, woods with open campos, where many power-
ful medicinal plants are found. Among others we
were shown the Poaya (Polygala Poaya, nob.), the
roots of which are universally employed in the
country instead of the genuine ipecacuanha, and
almost in the same doses. 'There is also a sort of
Peruvian bark, which is taken from a moderately
sized tree with large leaves;

it has considerable
bitterness, but very little aroma, and is often sent
to Rio de Janeiro.

- We were obliged to the activity of the capitio
mor of Jundiahy for procuring us a new Arrieiro,
who immediately repaired the pack-saddles, and
on the evening of the following day, conducted
us two leagues forward on the road to Minas.
The way gradually ascends from a swampy tract,
covered with thick bushes. Ifarther towards the
north we came to an extensive mountain plain
(campo largo) which was adorned with a rich

diversity of beautiful mountain plants.* Two

* Among the bushes of the Paspalus chrysostachyos, Schrad.
which characterise the campos, there are many Wedelias,
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higher mountain ridges which run parallel from
north to south, of picturesque forms, something re-
sembling our lower Alps, partly covered with wood
or young brushwood (Capoeira) skirt the plain.
T'he highest point over which the road passes
1S the Morro de Catetuva; from which we de-
scended into a broader valley, overgrown with
young wood, which is bounded on the east by the
Parapixinga, a pretty high wooded mountain of
rough outlines. About the poor village of S. Joao
de Atibaya, the country becomes broader. We
met here with a pupil of the surgical school of
Rio de Janeiro, who observed to us with much
naiveté, that the inh abitants of this country were
not at all worthy of having a surgeon among them,
because they were so seldom ill. In fact these
healthy districts are peopled by a robust race of
men, and only the syphilis makes great progress
among them, chiefly for want of proper treat-
ment. Northwards of S. Jo4o de Atibaya, several
chains of mountains run almost parallel to each
other The rock is a kind of granite, and the ex-
tensive growth of the brake (Pteris caudata) which
is unfavourable to agriculture, indicates the want
of active cultivators. Boa Vista, the highest
pait of. the mountain which we ascended, may be -

Gaudichaudias, Biittneria, Cnemidostachys, Palicurea, De-:-
clieuxias, Escobedia scabrifolia, kEryngium lingua Tucani

nob., &c.
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about 2500 teet in height. From this there 1s a
delightful view over a neighbouring valley, at the
bottom of which stands a solitary chapel. 'The
Morro de Lopo, almost everywhere covered with
sombre woods, and at least 3000 feet high, com-
mands the whole range of’ mountains. It was for-
merly the abode of numerous American wolves
(Lupus mexicanus); these animals seem now to

live more in Minas Geraés, where we also saw
them for the first time. "T'he road meanders 1n

various turnings through the mountains, the valleys
of which become narrower the higher you ascend.
The chief formation is still granite, in which
there occur beds of horhblende rock. Except afew
wretched huts inhabited by mamelukes and other
people of colour, there are no traces of men
this solitary tract. "The araucarias which grow on
the declivities of the mountain, harmonise with
the sombre character of the landscape. "L'heir
straight and lofty stems do not branch out till a
oreat height from the ground, and the boughs
thickly covered with acerose leaves, unite 1n a
broad, dark green, pyramidal crown. ‘"l'hese ma-
jestic trees always standing distinct and only
touching with their crowns, form long avenues
with a flat roof, which are inhabited by flocks of
green parrots (Psitacus cestivus). The araucaria
is the only tree of the natural family of the protea,
which we met. with during our whole journey ;
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they appear, indeed, to be more rare in the south-
ern hemisphere than in the northern.

After two short stages from Atibaya we reached
the frontier of the capitania of S. Paulo, where a
custom-house is erected at the foot of the mountain,
at which the passports of’ travellers are examined,
the royal import duties on goods and slaves are
levied, and persons stationed to prevent the con-
_traband trade of gold dust and diamonds. The

import duty on a new negro had lately been raised
so that the owner had to pay 10,000 rees (ten dol-
lars); a similar tax is paid at the frontier of every
capitania, which is a proof that this extensive king-
dom 1s not yet properly organised as one consistent

whole. We were treated with great politeness;
and, in deference to the recommendation of the
portaria, every service was offered. Here, as every
where in Brazil, it is customary not to countersign
the passports when, like ours, they contain a spe-
cial order of the king, a custom which is advan-
tacgeous to the traveller, because it leaves him at
the liberty to choose or to alter his route. The
frontier 1s formed by high mountains, which are,
for the most part, covered with thick wood, through
which only a few by-roads, impassable a great
part of the year, lead to Minas. Subordinate
layers of sienite are here and there contained in
the granite, which consists of reddish quartz, fel-
spar and small foliated black mica. After we had
passed the Morro Grande by a dangerous road, we
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came to a level plain at the foot of the prolong-
ation of the Lopo mountain, which here rises pic-

turesquely in four hills, where-we reached the first
place in Minas Geries, the Arrayal de Camanducaya.
The few inhabitants immediately hastened out to
meet us, but contented themselves with gazing at
us and detaining us by useless questions. - In the
oreat rancho, which we here first met with, accord-

ing to the custom of Minas, we expected to repose
after the fatigues of our journey, but found our-
selves greatly disappointed ; for, just as we were
going to retire for the night, we were assailed by
such an incredible number of fleas, that in Kurope
they would have been considered as a natural cu-

riosity.

To the north of Camanducaya, after passing
Rosetta and Campiuh, we again arrived between
ragoged mountain chains, which are covered with
campos, run from north to south, and form side
valleys towards the west. "L'he rock is generally a
reddish oranite. We could not expect to make a
closer examination of the country, for since we
had quitted Jundiahy we were incessantly attended
by all the evils of the rainy season. We travelled
almost constantly enveloped in thick fog; the
temperature was low; for several days together
the thermometer, morning and evening, was 14" R.,
and it hardly rose a few degrees higher at noon.
The numerous mountain streams had overflowed

their banks to a great distance, the roads were
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broken up by them, the bridges carried away, and
the low grounds suddenly converted into lakes. A
traveller who has never had to endure, out of Iu-
rope, similar struggles with weather and roads,
and at the same time with anxiety for the convey-
ance of valuable effects, can scarcely form an 1dea
of the hardships of such an enterprise. Exposed
from morning to night to torrents of rain, we were
obliged to direct our whole attention to the guid-
ance of the mules, which could scarcely proceed
in the bottomless roads; we were forced either to
wade or to swim through the overflowed mountain
streams which we had to pass. If i the evening
we at length met with an open shed, or a dilapi-
dated hut, we had to spend the greater part of the
night in drying our wet clothes, 1 taking -our col-
lections out of the chests and again exposing them
to the air. Often we had not even the comfort of
resting ourselves round the fire, because the wet
wood emitted more smoke than flame. In this

ogloomy wilderness we met with but a few huts,

chiefly inhabited by mulattoes, and, besides milk

and black beans, no kind of provision was to be

expected.

1T'his unfavourable weather, before the com-

mencement of which the inhabitants are engaged

in planting or sowing, and by which they are pre-

vented from pursuing any occupation out of doors,
from hunting and travelling, seemed to be an

invitation to them to enjoy entertainments at home,
VOL. 1I. T
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The Brazilian is of a lively disposition, and fond
of pleasure. Almost everywhere, when we arrived
in the evening, we were saluted with the sound
of the guitar (viola), accompanied by singing or
dancing. At Estiva, a solitary farm-house, with
fine extensive campos bounded in the distance by
mountains, the inhabitants were dancing the ba-
ducca; they scarcely learnt the arrival of foreign
travellers when they invited us to be witnesses
of their festival. The baducca 1s danced by one
man and one woman, who, snapping their fingers
with the most extravagant motions and attitudes,

dance sometimes towards and sometimes trom

each other. The principal charm of this dance,
in the opinion of the Brazilians, consists 1n ro-
tations and contortions of the hips, 1 which
they are almost as expert as the Kast Indian jug-
olers. It sometimes lasts for several hours together
without interruption, alternately accompanied with
the monotonous notes of the guitar, or with ex-
tempore singing ; or popular songs, the words of
which are in character with its rudeness ; the male
dancers are sometimes dressed in women’s clothes.
Notwithstanding its indecency, this dance is com-
mon throughout Brazil, and the property of the
lower classes, who cannot be induced, even by
ecclesiastical prohibitions, to give it up. It seems
to be of Kthiopic origin, and introduced into Bra-
zil by the negro slaves, where, like many of their
customs, 1t has become naturalised.
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- On the following day, as it rained incessantly,
and we were enveloped in thick fog, we could not
advance more than four leagues on the muddy
road, and thought ourselves happy to meet at night-
fall with an abandoned hamlet, of which we took
possession after having expelled the bats. Qur
guide thought it dangerous to proceed any further
because the river Mandd was so swelled by the
rains that the passage over it could not be effected
except by daylight. 'The environs of our night’s
quarters showed traces of former cultivation, though
now run wild. Single guava and calabash trees
(LPsidwm  pomuferum, and Crescentia Cujete, 1..),
loaded with fruit, stood round it, and the gourd
(Cucurbita Lagenaria, 1..) had entwined so as to
form high hedges.

L'he following morning, when, after passing se-
veral swelled mountain streams, we descended into
the valley of the Rio Mand@, we found that this
river, which is at other times inconsiderable, had
overflowed its banks to the extent of above a quar-
ter of a league, carrying down with it, in 1ts turbid
waters, whole trees and little islands composed of

bushes of myrtles, sebastianias and chomelias,
‘which it had rooted up along its banks. After hav.
ing shouted a long time, a small boat rowed by two
mulattoes at length appeared, which was not large
enough to contain a sixth part of our baggage.
We ourselves rode with great danger a quarter of
a league farther through the overflowed meadows,
I 2
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which, besides, were full of holes, and had the

beasts of burden driven after us till we reached a
spot rising above the water, where the boat waited
for us, and where the people and the baggage were
successively embarked. The mules were then all
fastened to a long rope, one behind another, and
driven into the river, where they swam after the
boat, the people in which endeavoured, by con-
tinual calling, to encourage them. All reached
the other bank iIn safety, and we soon after had
the satistaction of seeing the baggage also landed
without receiving any damage. We had the more
reason to congratulate ourselves on escaping this
danger, for we learnt upon our arrival, that a ca-
ravan which had crossed the preceding day had

lost some animals.
‘The village of Mandt, situated mm a low coun-

try almost entirely covered with wood, was founded

five and twenty years ago by a capitao, its position
being favourable for the trade from Taubaté and

Quarantingueta to Minas. By this route, the
Paulistas import European goods, and take, in re-
turn, cheese, marmalade, tobacco, and some coarse
cottons. T he Caldas da Rainha, a warm suiphur-
eous spring, which 1s two days’ journey to the
west of this place, and has lately become very fa-
mous, likewise contributes to the number of per-
sons who visit this hamlet, which consists only of
a few poor clay huts. On the following day, we
experienced similar difficulties in crossing to the
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north of Mandd, similar overflowings caused by
the rising of the Rio Servo. The woody tracts were
inundated to the depth of four to six feet, and the
road, which was also under water, was oullied 1nto
deep holes. As it was necessary to lead every
mule through separately, we were unable to pro-
ceed on this day more than three leagues, at the
end of which we reached the pleasant hill on which
stands 5. Vicente, a small place consisting of a few
houses. But here we were first assailed by a
new torment, namely, the tick (Acarus), an ugly,
flat, brownish insect with a sharp proboscis, of
which there are several kinds, some not bigger than
the point of a needle (Carabato miudo), and others
considerably larger ; the latter, by continual suck-
ing horses and horned cattle, often attain half the
size of a hazel nut. The inhabitants erroneously
consider both the large and small to be of the
same species, differing only in age. They generally
cling unseen in thousands to the blades of grass,
and, at the slightest touch, attach themselves to
the traveller, and give him inexpressible uneasiness
by the violent itching which they create.

To the north of Rio Servo, and about two miles
from Mandl, we perceived the first traces of oold-
washing. L'he rock 1s a quartzy, white or whitish
ogreen mica-slate, which here and there shows a
dip from 5. W. to N.L., and upon it lies a consi-
derable mass of red heavy loam, from which the

metal 1s washed. T'he mica-slate, in which there are
T 3
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~ beds of quartz with black common shorl, seems to lie
upon sienite, which, in some points, chiefly in deep
valleys and declivities, is detached and exposed to
view. The greater part of this tract is covered
with wood, which surrounds the new plantations of
maize, mandiocca, and a little sugar-cane. The
other branches of agriculture are neglected, be-
cause the inhabitants can purchase almost every-

thing they require with the gold which they pro-
cure by washing.

At S. Anna de Sapucahy, two leagues to the
north of S. Vicente, we found the gold-washing
(Lavras) ot more considerable extent. At a dis-
tance they resembled skilfully erected fortifications.
Trenches several feet deep and broad, were dug
upon terraced declivities for the purpose of con-
ducting the rain water into the opened sides of the
red loam. 'T'he washed loam was here and there
thrown together in high heaps, or covered large
tracts of land, through which artificial furrows were
drawn. 'The whole presented a melancholy pic-
ture of wild desolation, in which even the roads
are not spared ; and a view of it 1s the more painful
to the traveller, since at the first place where he
sees gold obtained, he finds, instead of hard mo-
ney, paper currency and all the misery which it
produces. In the capitania of Minas Geraés, in
~ the place of the smaller current coin of 10, 20, 40,
80, 160, and 320 rees, there have been circulated
for about fifteen years, printed notes which are
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worth, according to the standard, a vintem of gold
(377 and not 20 rees), and are issued by the four
gold smelting houses in the capitania. The object
of this measure was partly to remedy the real

scarcity of copper coin, and it was partly an ad-
vantage to the government to get into its posses-
sion 1 exchange for such notes, the smallest
quantities of gold dust which were current as
small comn. "The mjury which this measure did to

private credit and morality, was soon doubled by
the appearance of a great quantity of forged paper.
The slovenly execution of these notes greatly fa-
cilitated the forging of them, which the hatred of
the inhabitants immediately ascribed to the Kng-
lish. The province i1s now deluged with these
notes, and suffers the more from 1t, because the
amount is not diminished either by being exchang-
ed by the smelting houses, or by being disposed
of in other provinces.

The river Sapucahy *, which flows through these
countries before it unites with the Rio Grande,

opposed, towards the evening, invincible obstacles
to our progress ; at several places where we at-
tempted to pass through it, the bridge having been
carried away, it was so deep and violent, that it
was with the utmost difficulty we saved the first
mule that was driven in. We therefore gave up
our purpose of reaching the fazenda on the oppo-

* Sapucaya pitcher tree, Hy water, river.

I 4
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site side that day, and encamped In the open air
in a valley surrounded by low woods. A fine
damp fog, which fell during the whole mght, and
constantly threatened to extinguish our fire, be-
numbed us with cold. Our situation was rendered
still more disagreeable in the morning, by missing
our negro slave. The fatiguing march through a
country almost everywhere overflowed had excited
disaffection in the yvoung negro, who did not know
how to appreciate our kind treatment of him, and
embraced the first favourable opportunity to ab-
scond, which new negroes frequently do. As we
could discover no traces of him, we pursued our
journey to the fazenda of S. Barbara, which we
had intended to reach on the preceding day, there
to take the necessary measures for discovering the
fugitive. We were received with true German
hospitality, and the owner of the estate, Jozé An-
tonio Almeida, sargente moér e administrador da
real fazenda, who did not return home till the
evening from a visit to remote plantations, made
us easy respecting the fate of our fugitive. In the
province of Minas Geraés, as well as mn sev eral
other capitanias, where the number of negro slaves
in the interior renders double care necessary, there
is a particular corps called capitaes do matto, who
are chiefly mulattoes or other people of colour,
whose business it is to pursue every fugitive slave
and bring him back to his owner, or the proper

.
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authorities.

It 1s only runaway slaves, who have
an accurate knowledge of' the country, and retire
to a great distance, that sometimes escape the vi-
gilance of this police ; we were therefore assured,
that as our negro was rude and inexperienced
(negro bruto), we might depend upon his being
soon discovered. In fact, he was brought to us
on the following day from a neighbouring fazenda;
in the reception we gave him, we followed the ad-
vice of our host, treating him, according to the
custom of this place, very kindly, instead of using
harsh language, endeavouring to obliterate the re-
membrance of his flight, and giving him a full
glass of brandy. IL.ong experience has taught the
Brazilians, that this beverage and complete am-
nesty have better effect on the temper of new ne-
groes than any chastisement.

The immediate environs of S. Barbara are low
woods, and fine grass plains and moors, which are
frequented by snipes, goatsuckers, and a kind of
owl, and produces a great number of beautiful
myrtles, rhexias, melastoma, and labiated flowers.
The Sapucahy, the banks of which are overgrown
with bushes of inga and sebastiania, meanders
sometimes through the plain, and sometimes be-
tween low mountain forests, and abounds in fish ;
gigantic serpents, a sm all kind of caiman, and

Brazilian otters are tfrequent in 1it. We saw 1n
the woods many of the trees from which the
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gum anime 1s obtained (Hymencea Courbaril, L..).*
They are here called Jatoba or Jatai. Between
the bark and the wood of this tree, which in its
growth resembles the elm, there are in proportion
but a few interstices filled with fluid gum ; the far
greater part of it is found under the principal roots,
when they are bared of the earth, which, in ge-
neral, cannot be done, without felling the tree.
Under old trees, pale yellow round cakes, weighing

from six toeight pounds, are sometimes found, which
have been formed by the gradual filtering of the
liquid gum. "The purity and colour of this sub-
stance, principally depends on the nature of the
earth 1in which these cakes are tound, for the

brown mould or moor soil 1mparts to them certain
1n gredients, which are not found 1n the dry, clayey,
or sandy soil. ‘The finest part of the gum, how-

ever, is that which exuding from the bark chiefly
in the dry season, in the months of September and
October, is collected by the inhabitants in the form
of drops, and melted over the fire. 'The formation
of those large masses of gum between the roots,
seems to throw some light on the origin of amber,
as it is very conceivable that this vegetable sub-
stance may have been partly accumulated 1n the
ground, 1n a similar manner, under the trees which
produced 1t, before it was received and rounded

* We met with several kinds of hymenza, all of which pro-

duce gum.



TRAVELS IN BRAZIL. 128

by the sea. Insects too, particularly ants, are also
found in the pieces of the Jatai gum, as in amber.
The Cayapés, and other Indian tribes on the Rio
Grande, on the banks of which the hymenaa forms

extensive woods, form this gum into ornaments,
‘shaped like a club or a spindle, which they wear in
holes, bored in the nose and underlip. Of the
thick bark of the tree they make small canoes,
which, on account of their lightness, are peculiarly
adapted for land carriage from one river to ano-
ther. Many lofty crotons also grow on the banks
of the Sapucahy. A red resinous matter is ob-
tained from them, which the inhabitants call
dragon’s blood, and use for dying.

In the extensive fazenda of S. Barbara, we found
the principles of a prudent and well-calulated sys-
tem of agriculture carried into practice, which
have been but lately acted upon in this province,
since the produce of the gold mines has begun to
decline. In former times, gold-washing was the
only source of the riches of Minas, and the land-
owners even neglected to cultivate what was neces-
sary for the subsistence of their slaves, who were
occupled exclusively in that employment. The
gradual diminution of the amount of gold pro-
cured, has, at length, induced them to turn their
attention to their fruittul lands. QOur host, it is
true, still delivered annually about a thousand
crusadoes 1n gold, as royal tribute, but the chief
source of profit was his maize, farinha, beans, and






