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hesitate to lose a large quantity of blood, or to. cut
off a limb. They are acquainted with venesection,
which they perform on the arm, by discharging at
the vein, from a small bow, a little arrow headed

with a small crystal. "T'hey perform scarification

with a sharp splinter of reed, or with a pebble
oround to a fine edge. '

When an Indlan dies he 1s buried in the hut,
which, if he was an adult, 1s abandoned, and another
built in its stead. The body, in a squatting atti-

tude, 1s put in a large pot, or wrapped in bass or
old cotton stufl, and placed in the ground, which

they then tread hard with their teet, amidst cries
and lamentations. They lay the arms of the de-
ceased for a time on his grave, likewise food and
game, and repeat the lamentation for the dead
twice a day; and either cut their hair very short
or let it grow very long, and the women are said to
paint their whole bodies black. TLong after death,
it they accidentally come near the place where one
of their people is buried, they celebrate his memory
by lamentation. Among the Puris, a kind of
funeral discourse is said to be held: the soul of the
departed 1s now, according to their.notions, in a
pleasant wood, full of sapucaja trees and game,
where 1t 1s happy in the company of all the de-
ceased. What notion the Indians have of the
~nature of the soul, cannot possibly be discovered
without long intercourse with them, and enter ng

into their way of thinking ; but it appeared certain
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- to me, that they believe in its existence after death.
Thus, from a sort of fear of spirits, they leave the
huts in which they have buried their relations ; glve
tood to the corpse, as it were, to subsist upon by the
way; and avoid disturbing the repository of the
dead, for fear they should appear to them and tor-
ment them.* The general belief in an evil princi-
ple, which is announced by a positive term in all
the languages of the Indians, may be considered as
a proof that they distinguish, however ‘obscurely,
between what is spiritual and what is corporeal in
nature. We shall have occasion to speak more
particularly on this subject in the course of our
narrative, and to show that the idea of the metemp-
sychosis generally prevails among them.
Abandoned by tradition, history, or historical
documents, the enquirer has nothing left him but to
observe the external form of these people, their cus-
toms, and especially their language, in order, from
those particulars, to determine physically and psy-
chologically their rank among the other races, and
the general degree of their civilisation. We, there-
fore, took great pains in 1nvestigating the languages
of the tribes living about the presidio. But unfor-
tunately the Indian is so unaccustomed to. exercise
~ his intellectual faculties, that it i1s very difficult to
obtain satisfactory information from him. Scarcely

- % A Coroado told us that one of his wives, who ha.d died a -
short time before, had often appeared to him in the night, but

L . Eagl
constantly avoided his embrace.
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has one begun to question him about his language,
when he grows impatient, complains of head-ache,
and shows that he is unable to bear this exertion.
The great number of different languages which we
meet with among the American Indians, is extremely

remarkable ; for they cannot properly be referred as
dialects to certam original languages, because they

have very few synonymous radical words *, and in
general differ so widely from each other, that it
frequently happens that Indians of different tribes
do not understand each other, and must converse
together by signs, as well as the Europeans who
have any intercourse with them. Their langunages
extend only to the denomination of the objects im-
mediately surrounding them, and often express the
predominant quality of things by imitative sounds
(onomatopeera). T'hey distinguish with great preci-
sion the internal and external parts of the body,

* We have collected vocabularies of the following nations,
which we shall publish in the appendix of the fourth volume.
Coroados, Coropods, Puris, Botocudos, Macuanis, Penhams
(Panhems or Panhamis), in Minas Geraes ; Machacalis, Ca-
poxos, Cataxos, Comanaxds on the frontier of Porto-Seguro,

Bahia, and Minas ; Cariris, Sabujas, Camacaens, Masacaras in
Bahia ; Geicos in Piauhi; Apogenicrans, Pimenteiras and
Purecamecrans in Maranhdo ; Miuaras, Mundructs, Uainumas,
Manaxos, Canna-mirim, Passés, Juri-Tocana-Tapuija, Juri-
Taboca-Tapuiijja, Culinos, Catuquinas, Uairu¢t, Campévas,
Marauds, Araquaxas, Cauixanas, Mariatés, MaxurGnas, Toca-
nas, Mandos, Barés, Cariays in Para and Rio Negro; and
lastly wepos sess the vocabularies of the Lingua Geral of Brazil
(that of the Tupinambas) and that of the Incas.
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the various animals and plants: and the affinity of
such natural objects to each other is frequently
Indicated in a very expressive manner in the words
themselves ; thus, for instance, the Indian names
of monkeys and palms were guides to us in ex-
amining the genera and species, for almost every
species has its particular Indian name. But it
would be in vain to seek among them words for the
abstract ideas of plant, animal, and the still more
abstract notions colour, tone, sex, species, &c., such
a generalisation of ideas is found among them only

in the frequently used infinitive of the verbs to walk,
to eat, to drink, to dance, to see, to hear, &c.

1hey have no conception of the general powers
and laws of nature, and therefore cannot express
them in words. That the stars are suspended with-
out support in the heavens, and circle in the ether,
and that the sun is any thing else than a great fire,
has probably never occurred to any Indian; none
of them has ever thought that besides the Sun, the
Moon, the Great Bear, and Orion, there were other
constellations; that the fixed stars are different from
the planets, and the latter from their satellites. Still
less have they any words for soul, spirit, and the
like, or at the most very indefinite and insufficient
terms. LThe word tupan or tupana, which is met
with as the name for God among several of the

tribes that are a little more civilised, and by which

the Coroados designate the sugar-cane, and other

nations the pisang fruit, is justly considered by
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many persons as not originally Indian, but, as well
as the idea of God itself in opposition to the de-
moniacal principle, the devil, was first communicated
‘to the Indians by the missionaries. In general, as

they are wholly destitute of all religious notions,
and all ideas of revelation, all the terms appropriate

to those subjects must be taken from the language
of the missionaries, or new made according to the
analogy of the Indian language.

Iiven the denominationsof objects that are within
the reach of their senses, are sometimes so remote
from them, that it is difficult to get them from them.
For instance, if’ we wish to learn from an Indian
the word earth, we must first point to the water,
and then, as a contrast to it, stamp on the ground,

in order to give him a striking notion of the mean-
ing of the question. To the question, what the
air 18 called, though we very frequently repeated
it, and took the greatest pains to make it intelli-
gible to them, no Indian ever gave us an answer,
though they would tell us how the wind was called.
For light, they point to the sun by day or to the
fire on the hearth. Of substantives, they have, at
most, only the names of’ concrete objects, such as
mountain, valley, forest, water, river, &c. It may
easily be conceived that they want terms for ob-
jects, with which they have been made acquainted
by the Portuguese, for instance, king, general,
white man, table, chair, hat, handkerchief, glass,
clothes, horse, ox, sheep, pig, &c. By degrees they




TRAVELS IN BRAZIL. 255

adopt the Portuguese name, which they change
more or less. Thus they call the horse (cavallo)
cavarri, the key (chave) shavi, the clergyman
(vigario) ware, &c. To the ox they give the
name of one of the animals of their own country,
the tapir, Zapira. Their pronouns are quite
simple, limited to I, thou, we, mine and thine.
Of course there is no such thing as declensions
and conjugations, and still less a regular construc-

tion of .the sentences. 'They always speak in the
infinitive, with, or mostly without, pronouns or
substantives. The accent, which is chiefly on the
second syllable, the slowness or quickness of pro-
nunciation, certain signs with the hand, the mouth,
or other gestures, are necessary to complete the
sense of the sentence. If the Indian, for instance,
means to say, ¢ I will go into the wood,”” he says,
«« Wood-go,” pushing out his mouth, to indicate
the quarter which he intends to visit. In respect
to numbers too, their language is very imperfect.
They generally count only by the joints ot the
fingers, consequently only to three. luvery greater
number they express by the word <¢ many.”” "L'heir
calculation of time is equally simple, merely ac-
cording to the returning season of the ripening of
the fruits, or according to the phases of the moon,
of which latter, however, they can express in words
only the appearance, without any reference to the
causes. It is worthy of the- particular attention of
the philologer, that with this sim plicity of lan-
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guage, certain sounds resemble or coincide in a
degree with the words of European languages ; for
instance, the Coropd words Zandu and ja, which
we have already mentioned, with the German
handtuch and ja; Boé¢man, wite, with the English
woman ; or the ewvir, viru of the Coroados, with
beer ; the mange, eating, and nyé, nose, with the
French manger and nez. The pronunciation of
the Indians 1s mostly guttural, and particularly
nasal, for which reason they show greater aptitude
for learning Spanish, Portuguese, &c. than Ger-
man, Knglish, &c.

We wvisited the aldeas of the Coroados at all
hours, and by this means acquired a lively idea of
the daily mode of life of these uneducated savages.

-As soon as the first rays of the sun beam on the
hut of the Indian, he awakes, rises immediately,

and goes to the door, where he generally spends
some time, in rubbing and stretching his limbs,

and then goes into the wood for a few minutes.

Returning into the hut, he looks for the still Live
~embers of the fire of the day before, or lights it
afresh by means of two dry sticks, one of which

he sets upon the other, twirling it like a mill till 1t
kindles, and then he adds dry grass or straw. All

the male inhabitants then take part in the business ;

some drag wood out of the forest, others heap up

the fire, between several large stones, and all of

them then seat themselves around 1t, in a squatting
attitude. Without looking at, or speaking to each
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other, they often remain for hours together in this
position, solely engaged in keeping in the fire,
Or roasting Spanish potatoes, bananas, ears of
maize, &c. in the ashes, for breakfast. A tame
monkey, or some other of their numerous domes-
tic animals, with which they play, serves to amuse
them. 'The first employment of the women, on
leaving their hammocks, is to paint themselves and
their children, on which each goes to her particular
domestic occupation, stripping the threads from the
palm leaves, manufacturing nets, making earthen
vessels, rubbing mandiocca, and pounding the
maize, from which they make by fermentation a
cooling beverage (catimboeira). Others go to their
little plantations to fetch maize, mandiocca, and
beans, or into the wood to look for wild fruits and
roots. When the men have finished their frugal
breakfast, they prepare their bows, arrows, slings,
lances, &c. T'he first are cut with stone axes out
of the red wood of several siliquose trees, or out
of the black wood of some prickly palms (Brea-
avva) of the species Astrocaryum, and polished
with the angular bamboo cane, or with iron knives,
which they have obtained by barter: the arrows
themselves are made of a reed (Zacuara da
Frecha, Grdaung of the Coroados, Saccharum sa-
gittarum, Aubl, ?). It 1s not till the sun is high

and the heat considerable, that the Indian de-
lights to bathe himself, and then goes between

nine and ten to the chase, generally accompanied
VOL. II. S
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by his wife. On these occasions he takes the
narrow, almost imperceptible foot-paths, or o0es
directly across the forest. If the object of his
Journey is distant, he breaks branches of the shrubs
as he goes along, which he leaves hanging, or
scatters in the path, in order the more easily to
find his way back. The man carries his arms in
his right hand, and a short knife, if he has been
able to obtain one, tied to a strin o round his
neck ; his wife follows empty-handed, or with a
bag, braided of strings, containing some provisions.
Lhey walk through the thicket with their body
bent forwards, in short steps, constantly bending
and stooping, and look attentively to all sides.
At the least noise, they stand still or hide them
selves. If they observe a wild animal, the Indian
draws nearer with extreme caution, with his bow
bent, and at length discharges the arrow with un-
erring aim. The woman generally looks for the
game and the arrow in the bushes. Their arrows
are of different forms, according to the size of the
animal, and sometimes barbed ; we never saw any
poisoned arrows among these Indians. Birds,
which they desire to possess as domestic animals,
are caught by means of a noose fixed to the end
of a very long pole. The Indian steals cautiously
up or silently climbs the trees, and holds the noose
before the animals so long and so dexterously, that
it at length is taken in 1t. lT'hey were not ac-
quainted with the art of angling betore the settle-
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ment of the Portuguese, till which time they killed
fish with arrows or long harpoons. When they
have taken some small animals or one large one,
their hunting is over for that day, and the woman
carries home the game in the bag which is fas-
tened to her forehead by bass (embira, generally of
Cecropia peltata). 'The cooking of the dinner, as
well as keeping in the fire is the business of the

men.  Pigs are singed ; other hairy animals are
spitted with the skin and hair on and put to the
fire ; birds are slightly plucked, and then drawn.

1'he body is spitted on sticks, either whole or in

pieces, roasted at the fire or put into the pot with

water. If the Indian intends to preserve a part

of the flesh, 1t 1s laid over the fire in muquém, :. e.

a kind of wicker-work, and exposed to the heat

and smoke, till it becomes as dry as wood. As a
particular delicacy, they also roast the entrails,
after having drawn them over sticks. Salt is not
used in their simple cookery. "T'he Indian prefers
roast meat, especially when very fresh, to boiled.
The tapir, monkeys, pigs, armadilloes, pacas, and
agoutis, are his favourite dishes; but he readily
eats coati, deer, birds, turtles, and fish, and in
case of need, contents himself with serpents,
toads, and larvee of large insects roasted. Lhey
generally dine after the chase, about four o’clock.
The inhabitants of the hut, or any neighbour or
individual of the same tribe, who happens to be
pre'sent, takes part in the meal; every one with-

| s ¢
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out regard to precedency pulls off a piece of the

meat, and squats down with it, at a distance from

the fire and apart from the rest, either 1n a corner

of the hut, or under a tree., Above all things,

they feed their dogs and hens, which they have

received from the colonists and greatly value,

and then begin to pull oftf the flesh, lengthwise,

to eat it themselves. "Their seasoning is generally

a berry of the Malaguetta, a variety ot the Capsi-
cum frutescens. The wite places the vessel of
mandiocca flour near the fire, and each takes a
handful of it, which he throws into his mouth with

the same dexterity as the colonists. When the
meal is over, a member of the family fetches a
vessel of' water from a neighbouring brook, out of
which every one drinks at pleasure. The Indian
is fond of’ rocking himself, or sleeping in his ham-
mock immediately after dinner. Besides dinner
he has no regular meal, but- eats at times fruat,
bananas, water-melons, &c., which he cultivates
in the vicinity ot the aldea, or often steals from
the neighbouring plantations of the colonists.
If they have a drinking feast, they begin betore
sunset to drink the wvinhassa, and continue with
noisy singing and dancing till towards daybreak,
after which they sleep in their nets, half intoxi-
cated, till the morning. He who cultivates most
maize and has the greatest store of it, is the host
for the inhabitants of the neighbouring aldeas,
and at every feast they hx the time and place
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for the following. It is said to have been ob-
- served, that the Coroados generally choose Saturday
for this festival. It is common, also, to deliber-
ate at these meetings on their quarrels and mi-
litary expeditions against a neighbouring race,
or common hunting parties.

Lhus the Indian passes months and years in
hunting, war, noisy feasts, and mechanical house-
hold employments, in a rude, dull way of life,
without being conscious that human nature has
any higher vocation. Though he gradually begins
to have some kind of intercourse with the masters

of the country, he is unacquainted with social
virtues. When he is near. the colonists he depends

more upon their industry than upon his own, and
when he 1s in want, robs their plantations or steals
their cattle. "T'he clergy, and the Portuguese,
i general, in S. Joao Baptista, take great pains
to propagate Christianity among them ; but even
the better informed Coroados and Coropos, have
hitherto no notion of the essence of Christianity,
and at the most, take part in the external cere-
monies, and even that not constantly. It is true,
that it is nothing uncommon for these people to
come to church to be married, or bring their
children to be christened ; but, they are merely
induced by the ceremony, at which they gaze
with astonishment, without betraying any emotion
of the mind, or reflection. In this they are very

different from the negroes, who are very fond
S
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ol 1mitating the ceremonies and functions of the
clergy. This want of civilisation must unhappily
be excused by the character of the people who
surround them. For the colonists who have
settled in the neighbourhood of the Indians, are
partly people who are mot able to live in the
more populous parts, and whom the solitude of
the woods serves as a protection from the pursuits
of justice.  The Indian, who is constantly op-
pressed by covetousness and self-interest, lives
among the colonists only with fear, hatred, and
distrust.  The civilisation of the Indian has
hitherto been impeded also by the custom of
making use of one nation to combat another,
as the Coroados, for instance, were employed
against the Puris, and by the cruelty of the military
detachments, which extended to the Puris the war
of extermination which was permitted by the
laws against the Botocudos. However, the hu-
mane activity and kind treatment adopted by Cap-
tain Marlier, have had a very favourable effect,
especially on the Coroados. 'I'his nation inhabits
the country through which the Rio Xipoto flows,
and which is called after them Rio Xipotd dos
" Coroados, and between the two chains of the
Serra da Onca and the Serra de S. Geraldo. Their
number is estimated at above two thousand, but
many have been carried off of late years by dis-
eases, particularly dysentery. Their enemies, the
Puris, who, except a small part living on the
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Rio Pardo and Rio Paraiba, do not yet recognise
the dominion of the Portuguese, are more nu-

merous, and may, probably, amount to about
four thousand. They inhabit the eastern decli-

vity of the Serra da Onga, and the forests on the
north of the Paraiba, and extend their excursions
as far as the Rio Doce, where they sometimes en-

gage 1 quarrels with the cannibal Botocudos
dwelling there.

Though we had gained in a short time the con-
fidence of the Coroados, and could reside among
them without fear ; we beganto feel a wish to leave
this gloomy abode, where we felt in a manner as
if we were surrounded by lunatics. Our collections
were already enriched with the natural curiosities
of the adjacent country, and by the kindness of
the director, we also obtained a skeleton of a
- Coroado lately killed in battle, and which, as an
important article, we most carefully concealed from
the superstitious savages. As the directors some-
times send Indians to thc more populous places,
that the account which they give on their return,
may have a favourable effect on their countrymen ;
the director in the presidio here, proposed that
we should take some Indians with us to Villa Rica,
as attendants. On the evening of our departure,
he therefore brought two young Coroados to our
residence, and encouraged them to accompany us
by giving them brandy, and by holding out th.e
prospect of returning home with the rank of capi-
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