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‘““ seems 1Incredible) seven infants with only two wet-nurses; no
“ beds, no clothing: T called for the register, and found that in the
“ last thirteen years nearly 12,000 children had been received, but
“ scarcely 1000 were forthcoming, the Misericordia not knowing in
“ fact what had become of them. Then by granting the lottery, a
“ house proper for the establishment was built, where there are up-
« wards of thirty beds, almost as many nurses as children, and on the
“ whole, much better management. All these things ot which I
“ have now spoken merit your particular attention.— After this pro-
““ vince was settled, and important provisions made for the rest, 1 felt it
« necessary to call together a council of state ; and, therefore, by the
“ degree of the 16th of February of last year, I convoked one, com-
« posed of procurators-general, chosen by the people, being desirous
“ that they should have some persons near me to represent them,
« and who might at the same time advise me, and demand such
“ things as should be conducive to the good of each of the respective
« provinces. Nor was this the only end and motive for which 1
« called such a council together: I wished particularly that the
« Brazilians might know my constitutional feelings. How 1 delighted
“ to govern to the satisfaction of the people, and how much my
“ paternal heart desired (though at that time secretly, because cir-
« stances did not then permit me to manifest such wishes,) that
“ this loyal, grateful, brave, and heroic nation, should be repre-
« sented in a general constituent and legislative assembly ; which,
« thank God, has been brought about in consequence ot the degree

« of the 3d of June of the last year, at the request of the people
« conveyed through their camaras, their procurators, and my coun-

« gellors of state !
« It has been very painful to me that, till now, Brazil should not

« have enjoyed a national representation, and to be forced by cir-
«« cumstances to take upon myself to legislate on some points: but
“ my measures cannot appear to have arisen from ambition to
“ legislate, arrogating to myself the whole power, of which 1 only
« could claim a part — for they were taken to save Brazil, — because
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“ when some of them were adopted the assembly had not been con-
“ voked, and when others were necessary 1t had not yet met; there-
“ fore, as Brazil was totally independent of Portugal, the three powers

“then existed in fact and by right in the person of the supreme

“ chief of the nation, and much the more as he was its perpetual
“ detender.

¢ "
It is true that some measures appeared extremely strong ; but as
“ 'l - e ®
the peril was imminent, and the enemies who surrounded us were

“ mnumerable (and would to God they were not even now so many),
“ 1t was necessary they should be proportionate.

“ I have not spared myself; nor will I ever spare toil, however
“ great, 1t from 1t the smallest portion of happiness can be derived
“ to the nation. |

““ When the people of the rich and majestic province of Minas
“ were suffering under the iron yoke of their mistaken governors,
“ who disposed of it as they pleased, and obliged the pacific and
« gentle inhabitants to disobey me, I marched thither, only attended
“ by my servants: 1 convicted the government and its creatures of
« the crime they had committed, and of the error i which they
« seemed desirous of persisting ; I pardoned them, because the crime
“ was more an offence against me, than against the nation, as we
« were then united to Portugal.

« When a party of Portuguese and degenerate Brazilians attached
« to the Cortes of miserable, worn-out Portugal, arose among the
« brave people of the beautiful and delightful province of St. Paul’s,
« | instantly repaired thither, and entered the province fearlessly,
« pecause I knew the people loved me. I took the measures that ap-
“ peared to me to be necessary ; and there, before any other p.lace‘,‘
« our independence was declared, in the ever-memorable plamn of

“ Piranga. | |
« Tt was at the country seat of the most faithful, and never-

« enough praised Amador Bueno de Rebeira, that I was first pro-

¢ claimed Lmperor.

I 1
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““ My soul itself was grieved that I could not go to Bahia, as I
“ had intended, but which I did not do on the remonstrance of my
“ privy council, to mingle my blood with that of those warriors who
““ have so bravely fought for their country.
““ At all hazards, at that of life itself, if necessary, I will maintain
““ the title that the people of this rich and vast empire honoured me
““ with on the 13th of May, ot the past year — PerreTUAL DEFENDER
““ oF Brazi. That title engaged my heart more, than all the splen-
“ dour I acquired by their spontaneous and unanimous acclamation
“ of me as Emperor of this desirable empire. ‘
“ Thanks be to Providence, that we now see the nation represented
“ by such worthy deputies! Would to God 1t could have been so
« earlier! But the circumstances preceding the decree of the 3d of
« June did not permit it ; and since that time, the great distance, the
« want of public spirit in some, and the inconveniences of long
““ journeys, especially In a country so new and extensive as Brazil,
¢« have retarded this much-wished and necessary meeting, notwith-

« standing all my repeated recommendations of speed.
« At length the great day for this vast empire has arisen, which

« will be the grand epocha of its history.  The assem0ly is met to con-
«« stitute the nation : what joy — what happiness for us all!
«« As CoNsTITUTIONAL EMPEROR, and most especially as PERPETUAL
«« DerENDER of this vast empire, 1 told the people on the Ist of
« December, the day when 1 was crowned and anointed, ¢ That with
““ my sword I would defend the country, the nation, and the constitution,
““ of 1t were worthy of Brazil and of me.” 1 this day, In your presence,
« most solemnly ratify this promise, and I trust you will assist me
« in fulfilling it, by framing a wise, just, and practicable constitution,
« dictated by reason, not caprice; and having solely in view the
« general happiness, which can never be great if the constitution be
«« not founded on solid grounds, arounds which the wisdom of ages
« has shown to be just, in order to give true liberty to the people,
« and sufficient strength to the executive power. A constitution in
« which the limits of the three powers shall be well defined, that
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“ they may never arrogate rights not their own ; but shall be so or-
“ ganised and harmonised, that it shall be impossible for them, even
“1n the lapse of time, to become inimical to each other, but shall
“ every day jointly contribute to the general happiness of the state.
“ In short, a constitution which shall oppose insuperable barriers to
“ despotism, whether royal, aristocratic, or democratic ; defeat anar-
“ chy; and plant that tree of liberty under whose shadow the ho-
“ nour, tranquillity, and independence of this empire, which will be-
“ come the admiration of the Old and New World, must grow.

““ All the constitutions which have modelled themselves upon
““ those of 1791 and 1792, have been shown by experience to be en-
““ tirely theoretical and metaphysical, and therefore impracticable.
“ Witness those of I'rance, Spain, and Portugal : they have not, as
“ they ought, produced public happiness ; but after a licentious free-
“ dom, we see that in some countries there has already taken place,
“ and in others there is on the point of doing so, a despotism of one,
“ after that of many; and, by a necessary consequence, the people
« are reduced to the wretched state of registering and suffering all

“ the horrors of anarchy.
« But far from us be such melancholy reflections: they darken

« the joy and exultation of this happy day. You are not ignorant
« of them; and I am sure, that firmness in those true constitutional

« yiews, which have been sanctioned by experlence, will charac-
« terise every one of the deputies who compose this llustrious assem-
« bly,  Itrust, that the constitution which you will frame will merit
“ my Imperial assent; that it will be as wise and just as suited
« to the local situation and to the civilisation of the Brazilian peo-
« ple: also that it may be praised among the nations, so that even
& our enemies may imitate the sanctity and wisdom of its principles,

« and at length practise them.

« So illustrious and patriotic an assembly will have in view no
“ object but to cause the empire to prosper, and to fill it with happi-
« ness: it will wish its Emperor to be respected, not only at home

« hut among foreign nations ; and that its Perpetual Defender should
112
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« exactly fulfil his promise of the first of last. December, solemnly

« ratified to-day, in the presence of the nation legally represented.”
When the Emperor had done speaking, the bishop of the diocese,

acting as president of the assembly, made a short answer of thanks,
praise, and promise ; after which, the whole of the members, the

spectators in the oalleries, and the people without doors, cheered
His Imperial Majesty enthusiastically, and the procession returned

to San Cristovad in the order in which 1t came.
The theatre of course concluded the ceremonies of the day; and

my friend, Madame do. Rio Seco, having kindly offered me a seat in
her box, I went thither, for the first time since my return to Brazil.
She was in high spirits, because that day the Emperor had conterred
on her husband the order of the Cruzeiro ; and theretore she went
really in grand gala to the opera. Her diamends worn that night

may be valued at 150,0000. sterling, and many splendid jewels

remained behind in the strong box. For my part, I had gone to
therefore I sent to a milliner’s, and

cad-dress as-the customs of the place

town in my Imorning dress ;
bought such a plam crape h
warrant, in deep mourning ; and wrapping myself 1 my shawl, ac-
companied my magnificent friend. The house appeared very splen-
did, being illuminated and dressed, and the ladies one and all
diamonds and feathers. Some decorations have been added since
last year, and an allegorical drop-scene has been painted. The
Empress did not come, on ccount of her recent illness; but the
Emperor was there, looking pale, and a little fatigued. He was re-
ceived with rapturous applause. The members of the assembly were
<oated one-half on his right, and one-halt on his left, in boxes hand-
somely fitted up for them; and as soon as they had all taken therr
places, a poem on the occasion was recited by the Prima Donna, In
which there were some good points, which called forth great applause.

I think it is Gresset who, 1n one of his odes Au Rot, says,

« Le cri d’un peuple heureux est la seule ¢loquence
Qui sait parler des rois.”



RIO DE JANEIRO. 245

And indeed this night that eloquence was poWerful I cannot con-
ceive a situation more full of interest to both prince and people.

There was nothing in the principal piece played to-night, for it
was a clumsy translation of Lodoiska, without the songs. But the

after-piece excited much emotion: it was called  The Discovery of
Brazil.”  Cabral and his officers were represented as just landed:
they had discovered the natives of the country ; and, according to

the custom of the Portuguese discoverers, they had set up their

white flag, with the red holy cross upon it, whence they had first
named the land. . At the foot of this emblem they kneeled in

worship, and endeavoured to induce the wild Brazilians to join them
in their sacred rites. These, on their part, tried to persuade Cabral
to reverence the heavenly bodies, and dissension seemed about to
trouble the union of the new friends, when by a clumsy enough
machine, a hittle genius came down from above, and leaping from its

car, displayed the new Imperial standard, inscribed Independencia o

Morte. 'This was totally unexpected in the house, which, for an
instant, seemed electrified into silence. T helieve I clapped my hands

first, but the burst of feeling that came from every part of the house

was long ere 1t subsided. Now I know nothing so overpowering, as

that sort of unanimous expression of deep interest, from any large
body of men. It overset me; and when I ought to have been

'waving my handkerchiet decorously from the great chamberlain’s

:‘ - box, I was hiding m y tace with 1t, and weeping heartily. When the

“house was quiet again, I looked at Don Pedro : he had become ver y

) pale, and had drawn a chair close to his own ; on the back of which
\he leaned, and was very grave to the end of the piece, having his

'hand before his eyes for some time ; and, indeed, his quick feelings _
“could not have escaped what aﬁected even strangers.

" At the close of the plece there were loud cries of % Viva la Patria !”
“ Viva o Emperador!” “Vivaa kmperatriz!” “Vivao os Deputados!”
all originating in the body of the house ; when Martim Francisco de
Andrada stepped to the front of one of the boxes of the Deputies,
and cried “ Viva o povo leal e fiel do Rio de Janiero!” acry that was
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extreme]y well seconded, espec1ally by the Emperor, and kindly
taken by the people ; and so this important day ended.

May 6th. — To-day I rode to San Cristovao, through a very
beautlful country. The palace, which once belonged to a convent,

oy placed upon a rising ground, and is built rather in the Moresco
style, and coloured yellow with white mouldings. It has a beautiful

screen, a gateway of Portland stone, and the court is planted with
- weeping willows ; so that a group of great beauty is formed in the
bosom of a valley, surrounded by high and picturesque mountains,
the chief of which is the Beco do Perroquito. * The view from the

palace opens to part of the bay, over an agreeable plain flanked by
fertile hills, one of which is crowned by the very handsome barracks
that were once a Jesuit establishment. I rode round by the back of
~ the palace to the farm, which appears to be in good order; and the
 village of the slaves, with its little church, looks more comfortable
~ than I could have believed it possible for a village of slaves to do.

The Imperial family now live entirely here, and only go to town on
formal business or occasions of state.

May 12th. — 1. have been too unwell to do any thing; and only
write to-day to notice the arrival of the Jupiter frigate, with Lord
Amberst on his way to India, and the rumour that he has some
official character at this court.

16th. — Loord Ambherst and suite went to court in such ceremony
as induces people to believe he really has a diplomatic character
here. The Alacrity has arrived from Valparaiso, and has brought
me some old letters from England that have helped my sickness to
depress my spirits. 'Tis after all a sad thing to be alone and sick
~ in a foreign land! The Doris also is arrived from Bahia. She has
had no direct communication with Lord Cochrane’s little squadron ;
but it seems, that with his six ships, he keeps the enemy’s fleet of
fitteen sail in check. The town of Bahia is said to be in a dreadful
state for want of provisions. The slaves are daily dymng i the
dSome houses, after appearmg shut up for some days, have
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been opened by the police officers, who have found the masters
escaped, and. the slaves dead. — Twice a day the gates have been
opened to allow the women and children to leave the town. Some
of the officers of the Doris had the curiosity to. attend on one of
these occasions, and saw 500 persons, laden with as much furniture
and clothes as in their weak hungry state they could carry, leave the
city. The little fresh provision that finds its way into the town is
exorbitantly dear. General Madeira has proclaimed martial-law in
the place ; he has seized some corn and flour out of a neutral ship,
and has raised forced loans from all classes, both native and forelgn.
Lhe ship has brought two or three newspapers from Bahia.  As
might be expected, they breathe the most violent and inve-
terate spirit against the Imperial government, and every body em-
ployed by it ; calling the Emperor a Turkish despot, a sultan, &,
and José Bonifacio a tyrannic vizier. Lord Cochrane, of course, does
not escape ; and to all old calumnies against him, they now add that
he 1s a coward, for which agreeable compliments they are likely to
pay dearly 1 should think. - The Supplement to the Idade d’Ouro of
the 25th of April gives lists of the two squadrons, drawn up for the
purpose of Inspiring confidence in the Portuguese, under-rating the
force of Lord Cochrane’s ships, and representing them as so ill :
manned,—although, according to them, the most oppressive measures
were adopted to man them,—as not to be able to face the Portuguese. . -
However, they have thought fit to call in all their vessels from the
Funil and other stations where they had their small ships placed, in
order to reinforce their ﬂeet 3 They have pubhshed a circular lettel,

- ———— — — = - — —— T— - — -

: B7 azilan S/zzps

Line-of-battle ship D. Pedro I. - 64 guns,really, - 78 guns
Frigate Unido (Pepre) = - 44.-  do. LD T
I‘rlo'ate Car ohmf finxe ,Ju-*w‘ - 36 - do. - 44
Frigate Successo ¥ 4 rJ»m; - 36 - (do. - 38y
Corvette Maria da Gloria -832 & (o, - 892y
Corvette Liberal ke A R 1 - 29
Schooner Real - RS s - dO, o135 118

— Nightingale - 20
Total 250 guns. T, Ty A—
; ; ] 300

There is besides one fire-ship and one gun-boat. e
* Now Nitherohy.
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calling on all officers and crews to exert themselves, promising them

the destruction of the Brazilian fleet. And, on the same day,the 24th

of April, the Admiral Joad Felix Pereira de Campos, under pretence
of indisposition, turns over the command to another officer.

~ These measures were adopted, in consequence of the news of

Lord Cochrane’s arrival in Brazil having been conveyed to General

Madeira by His Britannic Majesty’s ship Tartar, the only vessel that

sailed from Rio during the time of the embargo. We are becoming

very anxious indeed for news from His Lordship : many rumours are

afloat ; but as there has been no direct communication from the

squadron, they only increase the general anxiety.

May 17th. — Soon after I arrived here, in March, or rather as soon

as my p;a,tient Glennie left me, I felt that, as a stranger here, and

situated as I am, I was peculiarly unprotected, and therefore I spoke

to the minister José Bonifacio, telling him my feelings; and saying,

that from the amiable character of the Empress, I should wish to be

allowed to wait on her, and to consider her as protecting me while I

remain in the emplre She accordingly promised to fix a day for me
to see her ; but a severe indisposition has hitherto confined her to her

roomn. Now, Lady Amherst having requested to see Her Imperial

L

li Guns.
%"; . Line-of-battle ship D, Jodo6 - 74 {Comn}andante Capitao de Fragata Joaquim
José da Cunha.

Ships of the Portuguese Squadron.

Pt Conéfitiicio ; A {Cagitf‘;ol (i; eI;'ragata Joaquim Maria Bruno
, Dita Perola - - - 44 Capitdo de Fragata José Joaquim d’Amorim.
- Corvette Princeza Real - 28 Capitdo Tenente Francisco BorjaPereira de Sa.
{Dita Calypso - - 22 Capitao Tenente Joaquim Antonio de Castro.
~Dita Regeneracao - - 26 Capitdo de FragataJoao Ignacio da Silveira e Motta.
~Dita D:ggge Fevereiro - 26  Capitio de Fragata Miguel Gil de Noronha.
« Dita Activa - - 22 Capitio Lieut. Isidoro Francisco Guimaraes.
\ - Brig Audaz - - 20 Capitiio Tenente Jodo da Costa Car valho i
. 7 <Corvette tte S. Gaulter - 26 10 Lieut. Graduado Manoel de Jesus./ ) J ey, -
: - Corvette Pr1n01pe do Brazl 926 Lieut. Antonio Feliciano Rodrigues.
~Dita Restauragio - - 26 10 Tenente Graduado Flores. | 7iwwF
,Sumac\._Concelqao - 8 20 Tenente Carvalho. ' e ‘
Sof Total 398 guns. :
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Majesty, the day after to-morrow is fixed on for the purpose; and I
have an intimation that I shall be received on the same day, as
the limpress wishes not to receive any other foreigner before me.
This 15 polite, or rather it is more; it is really kind.

19th.—Though I was suffering exceedingly this morning, I resolved
nevertheless to attend the i]mpress at noon, at San Cristovao. I was
obliged to take a quantity of opium, to enable me to do so. However,
I arrived at the appointed time ; and, as I had been desired to do,
‘asked for the camarista mor, Jose Bonifacio’s sister, and was shown
into the presence-chamber, where I found that lady and Lady Am-
herst, Miss Amherst, and Mrs. Chamberlain. The Iimpress entered
shortly after, in a handsome morning dress of purple satin, with white
ornaments, and looking extremely well. Mrs. Chamberlain presented
Lady and Miss Amherst ; and Her Imperial Majesty spoke for some
minutes with Her Ladyship. ~After which she motioned to me to go
to her, which I did. She spoke to me most kindly ; and said, in a
very flattering way, that she had long known me by name, and
several other things that persons in her rank can make so agreeable
by voice and manner; and 1 left her with the most agreeable im-
pressions. Shels extremely like several persons whom I have seen of
the Austrian Imperial family, and has a remarkably sweet expression.

The corridor through which I passed from the palace steps, and
the presence-room, are both plam and handsome. As it might be
called a private audience, there were neither guards, officers, nor
attendants, excepting the camarista mor.

The Emperor 1s at present at his country-house of Santa Cruz ; so
that San Cristovad appeared like a private gentleman’s seat, it was

50 still.
Saturday, June Tth.— Since the day I was at San Cristovad, I have

been confined to my room, and totally unable to exert myself, either
mind or body, from severe indisposition. The Creole is come in from
Bahia, to get provisions, preparatory to going home. The Commodore
has offered me a passage n her, and has written to that purpose ; but

[ am in no state to embark for a long voyage. The accounts from
K K






