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more rural description than those of Rio. Instead
of the sublime prospect of' the sea and stupendous
mountains which rise there in picturesque forms,
the stranger has here an extensive view of a coun-
try where alternate hills and valleys, light woods,
and pleasant pastures present all the softer charms
of nature. Added to the happy climate, the beauty
of the scenery has perhaps given the Paulistas a
turn for laying out gardens, of which there are
several very pretty ones in the vicinity of the city.

Besides the native fruits, the gujava, guabiroba,
grumbijama, jabuticaba, acaju, &c.; they cultivate
also water-melons, oranges, figs, and other European
fruits. Quinces, cherries, peaches, and several
kinds of apple thrive particularly well. Successtul
trials have also been made with walnuts and chest-
nuts ; the vine and the olive on the other hand
seem to disdain their new country, or not yet to
have been treated in a proper manner. 'T'he grapes
which we tasted had an acid flavour ; perhaps the
soil is too strong and moist for the vine. The
olive hardly ever bears fruit, perhaps because the
season for its ripening falls exactly in the wet
months. European kitchen herbs grow admirably ;
the onions of S. Paulo, like those of S. Cathe-
rine, are celebrated for their size and abundance.
Though the difference of the seasons is very sensi-
ble here, and manifests itself in the development of’

the flowers and the maturing of the fruits, yet it
seems to have no influence on the formation of the
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wood. Here, as immediately under the line, the
wood 1s of the greatest compactness and without
any traces of rings marking the age.

The geognostic nature of the country in the
neighbourhood of the city offers but little variety.
The predominant formation is a sand iron-stone,
and 1 which there are often fragments of a white
quartz, partly round, partly angular, and which
1s therefore a kind of breccia. At an 1inconsi-

derable depth this rock rests on the gneiss-like
oranite, rarely basking out, and with which the
streets of the city are partly paved. DBetween

and over it, are several layers of lithomarge of a
brick and brownish red, ochre yellow, and lavender
blue, just as they are seen here and there along the
road from Rio; for instance at Paranangaba. L'hese

fossils belong to a very extended formation, which
we again met with in many places in Minas Geraés,
and which everywhere contains gold. "T'he metal 1s
disseminated in larger or smaller grains through the
mass, particularly of the ferruginous cement. These
gold mines were. formerly much worked, not only
in the immediate vicinity, but particularly in the
mountains of Jaragua, two miles to the south of
this town. According to Mawe’s statement, the
poor collect ‘the gold, which after heavy rains 1s
washed out of the pavement of the streets. "The

smelting house of S. Paulo used to furnish a consi-

derable quantity of gold, but this establishment 1s

now broken up, and the little metal found here
c 3
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‘must be carried to one of the smelting houses
in Minas. The Paulistas have lost their inclination
for mining, or rather, it seems that that part of
the inhabitants who felt an attachment to that pre-
carious occupation, have gradually emigrated to
the richer provinces of Minas, Goyaz, and Matto-
grosso. Those who remained, happy enough to
forget the metallic riches under their feet, dedi-
cate themselves exclusively to the more secure
employments of agriculture and the tending of
cattle.

The climate of S. Paulo 1s one of the most
agreeable in the world. Both the situation, it
being almost under the tropic of Capricorn, which
is distant from it only a mile and a half' to the
north, as well as its elevation of twelve hundred
feet above the surface of the sea, at Santos, give
the city all the charms of a tropical climate without
any considerable inconvenience from the heat. Dur-
ing our stay the thermometer fluctuated between
15° and 18° R., and the hygrometer between 67°
and 70°. According -to the account which we ob-
tained from our countryman, Mr. Miller, and
some other inhabitants, the mean temperature of
the year 1s from 22° to 23° of the centigrade ther-
mometer. lhe difterenee of the temperature dur-
ing the winter (May to September) and the sum-
mer, or rainy months (October to April), is more
considerable than in the provinces lying farther
northward. Hoar frost is not uncommon during
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the cold season, though not in the immediate vi-
cinity of the city, yet in the higher parts of the
country; but the cold never becomes so intense
and continued as to make it necessary to put up
stoves in addition to the chafing-dishes which are
in general use. On the large plains which extend
to the west and south of the capital, the winds are
observed regularly to blow from a certain quarter,
according. to the position of the sun. Thus, when
1t 1s in the northern signs of the zodiac, S5.5.W.

and S.E. winds prevail : when it returns to the
south, the winds are less constant. The rainy

season commences along the coast, as in Rio de
Janeiro, with the months ot October or November,
and continues till April; the most rain falls in
January. In this month, when we resided in the
city, we often saw in the morning the neighbour-
ing hills covered with a thick and very cold fog,
which did not disperse till towards the hour of

“noon, - when the sun broke through it. In the 1in-
terior of the country, in the Sertoes, the wet sea-

son sets in later. At the beginning it rains only
in the night, then in the afternoon also, and lastly,
alternately by day and night, and sometimes very
heavily for several days, and even weeks, without

Intermission.
At the time that the united Portuguese and

Spanish commission of demarcation, which deter-
mined the frontiers of the dominions of the two

kingdoms, and the southern division of which; on
' c 4
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the Portuguese side,. had its head-quarters here,
the geographical position of this city was accurately
determined by Oliveira Barbosa to be as follows :
33° 247 30”7 longitude from Ferro, and 23° 33" 30”
south latitude (48° 59" 25 west longitude of Paris,
and 23° 33’ 10” south latitude, according to the
Board of Longitude). Observations on the va-
riation of the magnetic needle were made both
here and in other parts of the province, several of
the results of which were communicated to us at

Rio by General da Franca e Horta, formerly go-
vernor of the capitania.

indebted to the Jesuits for the first observations of

this kind, as well as the first determinations of
latitude. *

T'he character of diseases at S. Paulo is remark-

inhabitants and in the climate. We found here,

more frequently than in the northern provinces,
disposition to rheumatism and inflammation, espe-
cially of" the eyes, breast and throat, and in con.-
sequence of them pulmonary and trachaeal con-
sumptions, blennorhcea of the eye-lids, &c. Gastric

" According to these observations the variation is at Itanhaim

7° 25°; at Santos 6° 50'; at Ubatdba 6° 30°; at S. Sebastiio

and 1n Villa Bella da Princesa 6° 45’; at S. Vicente 6° 50 . at

Cananea 7° 57" ; Guaratyba 8° 30’ : at lguape 7° 30"; at Pa-
ranagua 8° 8,
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diseases, on the other hand, are not so common,
and that weakness of the organs of digestion as
well as heartburn, which appears to Increase to-
gether with the heat, and becomes almost the oe-
neral habit in the inhabitants of countries lying
nearer to the equator, is wanting here. Diseases
of the liver are not very rare ; they seem to have
their chief foundation in the melancholy or choleric
temperament of the Paulistas, and, probably, the
mixture with the Indian race is not without its
influence ; for it is very singular that the consti-
tution of the aboriginal American so greatly pro-
motes diseases of the liver and the spleen. We fre-
quently see in them a callosity and enlargement of
these organs, or stagnation of their powers, and
though we may consider the neglect of their bodily
sufferings as one cause of the malignity which these
disorders often acquire, yet the specific modifica-
tions of the action which the system of the vessels,
the liver, and the skin, assume in the Indian race,
may likewise have a considerable share in the pe-
culiar character of diseases as they appear in them
and their descendants. The cutaneous system
suffers less here than in the northern provinces ;
hence we see fewer pimples, chronic eruptions, and
sarna. Intermitting fevers, too, are rare at S. Paulo,
and when they do occur, they frequently proceed
from catarrh and rheumatism, which are induced
by the inferior degree of warmth, and the rapid
changes in the temperature. Goitres, of which we
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have. already spoken as an endemic disease in the
neigbourhood of the Paraiba, arenot common in the
city, nor do they attain the monstrous size which
they acquire in that country. DBesides inflamma-
tion, dropsy is very general ; the tropical climate
seems, indeed, particularly to favour the issue of
inflammations by dropsy.

The capitania of S. Paulo, formed, under the
reign of King John V. (1710), out of that of .
Amaro and part of that of S. Vicente *, was for-
merly divided into two circles (comarcas), namely,
into that of 5. Paulo, with the capital of the same
name, and that of Paranagua or Curitiba. The
population increasing, the comarca ot Yta (Hyta),
the capital of which is the little town of Yth, was
separated from the comarca of' S. Paulo about ten
years ago. In the southern circle, the seat of the
authorities has been transterred from Paranagué to
Curitiba, which is situated further inland. The
chiet magistrate of every comarca is the ouvidor.
Iixcept in the district in which the governor re-
sides, he 1s at the head not only of the judicial
department, but also of' the administration, and
has the first voice next to the governor in the
board of finances (Junta da Real Fazenda). In
affairs relative to the exchequer, the chief judge
(Jwz de I'ora) is associated with him as fiscal for
the crown. In the city of S. Paulo, and in the

* Cazal. Corografia Brasilica, i. p. 200.
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several towns of the province, there is a munici-

pality exactly as there is in Portugal, the peculiar
office of which is to manage all affairs relative to
the civil administration of* the town. The mem-

bers of this tribunal are chosen by the citizens out
of their own body ; it consists of a judge (Juiz da
Camara), several assessors (Vereadores), a secretary
(Luscribdo da Camara), and a treasurer (Thezou-
rerro). On important occasions, the juiz de fora

attends the sittings of' the chamber. He is like-
~ wise in most towns the president of the board for
the administration of the affairs of orphans (Juiz

dos Orfdaos). 'T'he direction of the charitable insti-
tutions 1s in the hands of the municipality. A
similar arrangement prevails in all parts of Brazil.
In the year 1808, the capitania of'S. Paulo, with the
population of 200,478 souls, had 418 ecclesiastics,
of whom 881 were regular, residing in fifteen con-
vents, the remaining 87 were secular. There were
two convents of nuns, in which there were 53
persons. This proportion has not augmented since
that time, and the government does not seem dis-
posed to favour the restraints of the cloister, which
are so prejudicial to the population. On the other
hand, it has very carefully promoted the organis-
ation of the armed force in the province. The
troops of the line consist of one regiment of dra-
goons and one of infantry, which are distributed

along the coasts and in the capital, and some
points in the interior, especially at the frontier
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custom-houses, and as detachments against the sa-
vage Indians. The males of the remaining popu-
lation who are able to bear arms, serve either 1n
the regular militia (milicias), of which there are
three regiments of cavalry and eight of infantry,
or in the local militia (ordenanzas). "T'he militia
are bound to perform military service, not only
within the limits of the capitania, but in case

of need to go beyond the frontiers. The local
militia must not leave the place of their abode. It

includes, with the exception of the public officers,
every male from the age of sixteen to sixty who is
not already enrolled in the troops of the line or
the regular militia.

T'his local militia constitutes the real defence of
the whole nation, and is chiefly employed in main-
taining internal order. Like the regular militia, it
1s called together to exercise from time to time,
but 1ts chiet use is to keep up a certain military

order in the people, and to execute with energy
the resolutions of the civil magistrates, which they

would never be able to do of themselves in a
country so thinly peopled. The capitania of S.
Paulo has 157 companies of local militia. The
chiet officers of these troops are the capitios mors,
as 1t were colonels, and communicate directly with
the government upon many affairs, for instance,
those of the mternal police. 'The “highest officers
of the regular militia are called Colonels (Coroneis).
The jurisdiction of these officers is entirely distinct.
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The regular militia may be tried by a court-mar-
tial, even for offences which are not of a military
nature, which they themselves generally prefer,
to the proceedings of the -civil tribunals. 'The
local militia, on the other hand, are subject to the
civil courts. It certainly was the intention of the
sovernment in establishing the local militia, that
they should serve to awaken and maintain a war-
like spirit among the mass of the people ; hitherto,
however, they do not seem to have effected this

purpose, and in point of fact, the confidence of
the mdividual in his arms, and the assurance of

being able to use them with advantage n his
own concerns, has been more promoted than the
patriotic feeling of being able to employ them with
success when his country 1s 1n danger. 'l'he mi-
litia of S. Paulo, however, enjoy the reputation ot
a military public spirit, which they have also con-
firmed in the late enterprise against Buenos Ayres.
Both these establishments, ot the regular and local
militia are particularly to be recommended 1n a
young and poor country, because they are ma-
naged by their own resources. 'L'he officers of
these two corps receive no pay from the state,
with the exception of the majors of the militia,
who are always officers of the line, and direct the
military manceuvres. '

The capitania of S. Paulo 1s not able to meet
the expenses of the administration out of its own
taxes, but requires an annual addition 60,000,000
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of rees. Since the arrival of the king, who with
paternal care wished to introduce throughout the
whole country a more strict and prompt adminis-
tration of justice, a more uniform collection of the
taxes, a more extensive, and therefore more ex-
pensive national education, the disbursements of
the province have been increased, but the re-
venues, the most important sources of which are
the export duties on colonial produce, and the tax
upon trades, have not been augmented in the same
proportion. The Portuguese government has ex-
perienced the same result in many other places,
which seems to indicate that the proper and happy
organisation of an infant country, rather depends
on the increase of the population, than on that of 1its
trade and its internal riches. There is perhaps no
province of Brazil, in which such solid and pro-
mising foundations for the prosperity of its future
inhabitants have been laid as here, where the
nature of the soil and the climate offer inexhaust-
ible resources of wealth. 1f the Swiss colony, the
establishment of which in Canta-Gallo, has cost
oreat sums without a suitable result, had been
placed in S. Paulo, in the cool plains, which are
peculiarly adapted for the breeding of cattle, it
would most certainly have prospered ; but the in-
tention of the government speedily to recover its
expenses by the receipt of export duties on the
colonial articles raised by the settlers, appears to
have opposed the pI’OHlOtiOIl of a slow but certain
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and profitable cultivation of the country by the
breeding of cattle.

A very useful establishment, which likewise
originated with the settlement of the court at Rio,
is a regular post from S. Paulo to the capital, by
- means of messengers on horseback or on foot, who
duly deliver within a fortnight, the sealed bags of
letters which are intrusted to them by the royal
post-office. NSince a Portuguese corps has been
stationed in the more southern parts of Brazil, a

regular post has been established between . Paulo
and Monte Video.
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NotE 2.

List of the Productions of the Agriculture and Cattle, in the
Capitania of S. Paulo, in the Year 1814.

Quantity.

S T TETET] ST ST| Ty T vt 7 M BSENT NN, YT T ER TS T e TR S et

Sugar - - | 122,993 arrobas.
Brandy - - 2521 pipes.
Castor o1l - - 179 canadas.
Wheat flour - 5050 arrobas.
Mandiocca flour - | 111,460 alqueires.
Maize - - | 723,989 ditto.
Beans - - | 59,166 ditto.
Rice - 5 - | 120,860 ditto.

Bacon 24,376 arrebas.

Fish - - - 100 ditto.
Tobacco - - 9596 ditto.
Indigo - - 128 pounds
Cotton - - | 54,222 arrobas.
Coffee - - 4,867 ditto.

Pigs -
Oxen, young
Horses, - not broke
Mules, not broke
Rams and Sheep

Leather

16,545 head.
17,933 ditto.
5,330 ditto.
7,504 ditto.
1249 ditto.
1300 pieces. -

Sundries

*»

Value of

Current Frice. the whole Article.

“-'

Middling } ggg g?fts' 98,394,400 rees.
Moscovade it 718,775,520 ditto.
per arroba.

40,000 rees, per pipe.
5200 ditto, per canada.
960 ditto, per arroba.
560 ditto, per alqueire.

240 ditto, per ditto.
480 ditto, per ditto.
960 ditto, per ditto.
1280 ditto, per arroba.
5000 ditto, per ditto. |
2000 ditto, per ditto, from
~ thesea coast (Marinha)
960 ditto per ditto, from |
the mountains (Serra
Acima).
760 ditto, per pound.
1600 ditto, per arroba.
2200 ditto, per ditto.
2000 ditto, per head.
2000 ditto, per ditto.
4000 ditto, per ditto.
7000 ditto, per ditto.
1280 ditto, per ditto.
720 ditto, per piece.

100,840,000 ditto.
930,800 ditto.
4,848,000 ditto.
62,417,600 ditto.
173,757,360 ditto.
28,399,680 ditto.
116,025,600 ditto.
31,201,280 ditto.
500,000 ditto.

9,596,000 ditto.
4,606,080 ditto.

97,280 ditto.
86,755,200 ditto.
10,707,400 ditto,
88,090:000 dlttO.
35,866,000 ditto.
21,320,000 ditto.
52,528,000 ditto.

1,698,720 ditto.
936,000 ditto.
3,074,800 ditto.

Total - |1,008,764,440 ditto.

- _m““mm—mm_—m_ .





