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negroes and mulattoes in the streets ; but yet every thing that unites

men In one common sentiment i interesting,. The church doors
were open, the altars illuminated, and the very slave felt that he was

addressing the same Deity, by the same privilege with his master.
It 1s an evening I can never forget. ,
28th. — This morning before hreakfast, looking from the balcony of
Mr. 5.’s house, I'saw a white woman, or rather fiend, beating a young
negress, and twisting her arms cruelly while the poor creature
screamed 1n agony, till our gentlemen interfered. Good God! that
such a traffic, such a practice as that of slavery, should exist. Near
the house there are two or three depots of slaves, all young ; in one,
I saw an infant of about two years old, for sale. Provisions are now
so scarce that no bit of animal food ever seasons the paste of man-
dioc flour, which 1s the sustenance of slaves: and even of this,
these poor children, by their projecting bones and hollow cheeks,
show that they seldom get a sufficiency. Now, money also is so
scarce, that a purchaser 1s not easily found, and one pang is added to
slavery : the unavailing wish of finding a master! Scores of these
poor creatures are seen at different corners of the streets, in all the
listlessness of despair—and it an infant attempts to crawl from
among them, in search of infantile amusement, a lqok of pity is all
the sympathy he excites. Are the patriots wrong? They have put
armsb into the hands of the new negroes, while the recollection of
their own country, and of the slave-ship, and of the stave-market, 1s
fresh in their memory. |
[ walked to-day to the market-place, where there is but little e
beef scarce and dear, no mutton, a little poultry, and a few. pigs,
disgusting, because they feed in the streets where every th‘mg 1S
thrown, and where they and the dogs are the only scavengers. Th,e
hlockade is so strict, that even the vegetables from the g?ntlemell\lr S
private gardens, two miles from the out-posts, are detamned. INo

milk is to be had, bread of American flour is at least twice as dear

and the cakes of mandioc baked with cocoa nut juice,
y even of them.

as in England, |
(00 dear for the common people to afford a sufficienc
P 2 |
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Fire-wood is extravagantly high, charcoal scarce. The negroes keep
the markets: a few on their own account, more on that of their
masters. The dress of the free negroes is like that of the creole
Portuguese; a linen jacket and trowsers, or on days of ceremony one of
cloth, and a straw hat, furnish forth either a black or a white gentleman.
The women, in-doors, wear a kind of frock which leaves the bosom

much exposed. When they walk out they wear either a cloak or

mantle ; this cloak is often of the gayest colours ; shoes also, which

are the mark of freedom, are to be seen of every hue, but black.

Gold chains for the neck and arms, and gold ear-rings, with a flower in

‘the hair, complete a Pernambucan woman’s dress. The new ne-

groes, men and women, bave nothing but a cloth round their loins.
When they are bought, 1t 1s usual to give the women a shift and
petticoat, and the men at least trowsers, but this is very often
omitted.

Yesterday the motley head-dresses of the Portuguese inhabitants
were seen to great advantage, in a sally through the streets, made by
a kind of supplementary militia to enforce the closing of all shop-
doors, and the shutting up of all slaves, on an alarm that the enemy
was attacking the town to the southward. The officer leading the
party was indeed dressed en mulitaire, with a drawn sword in one
hand, and a pistol in the other. Then followed a company that Fal-

staff would hardly have enlisted, armed in a suitable manner, with
such caps and hats as became the variety of trades to which the
wearers belonged, the rear being brought up by a most singular
figure, with a small drum-shaped black cap on the very top of a stiff
pale head, a long oil-skin cloak, and in his left hand a huge Toledo
ready drawn, which he carried upright. The militia are better
dressed, and are now employed in regular turn of duty with the
royal troops, who are going over to the patriots daily.

Calling at the palace this forenoon, we learned that a hundred
Indians are*expected n the town, by way of assistance to the
garrison. They wear their aboriginal dress, and are armed with é]ings,
bows, and arrows. We are told their ideas of government consist in
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believing that implicit obedience is due both to king and priests,
Brandy 1s the bribe for which they will do any thing; a dram of that

liquor and a handful of mandioc flour being all the food they
require when they come down to the port.

This evening, as there are no horses to be hired here, we borrowed
some from our Kinglish and French friends, and rode to Olinda by
the long sandy isthmus, which connects it with Recife. This is the
1sthmus fortified with a palisade, by Sir John Lancaster, during his
stay at Recife, which he plundered. * The beach is defended by two
castles, sufficiently strong when their situation is considered ; on one
side a furious surf breaking at their base, on the other a deep estuary
and flat ground beyond, so that they cannot be commanded. - The
sand 1s partially covered by shrubs; one is very splendid with thick
leaves and purple bell-shaped flowers; many are like those of the
eastern world ; many are quite new to me, I was surprised at the
extreme beauty of Olinda, or rather of its remains, for it is now in
a melancholy state of ruin, All the richer inhabitants have long
settled in the lower town. The revenues of the bishopric being now
claimed by the crown, and the monasteries suppressed for the most
part, even the factitious splendour caused by the ecclesiastical courts
and mhabitants 15 no more. The very college where the youths
received some sort of education, however imperfect, is nearly ruined T,
and there 1s scarcely a house of any size standing,

Olinda is placed on a few small hills, whose sides are in some
directions broken down, so as to present the most abrupt and pictur-
esque rock-scenery. These are embosomed in dark woods that seem
coeval with the land 1itself: tufts of slender palms, here and there
the broad head of an ancient mango, or the gigantic arms of the
wide spreading silk-cotton tree, rise from out the rest in the near
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* See Introduction, p. 20. VLY s
+ This was the Jesuits’ college tounded under the administration of the admirable

_ | v | s’ old the celebrated
father Nobrega, and his companion De Gram. Here at elghteefl years’ old tljel e
Viera read lectures on rhetoric, and composed those commentaries on some of the classics,

which were unfortunately lost in the course of the civil wars.
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ground, and break the line of forest : amidst these, the convents, the
cathedral, the bishop’s palace, and the churches of noble, though not
elegant architecture, are placed in stations which a Claude or a
Poussin might have chosen for them ; some stand on the steep sides
of rocks, some on lawns that slope gently to the sea-shore: their
colour is grey or pale yellow, with reddish tiles, except here and
there where a dome is adorned with porcelain tiles of white and
blue. Just as we reached the highest point of the town, looking
across the woody bason round which the hills are grouped, the
smoke from one of the outposts caught our sight. The soldiers
were standing or lying around, and their arms piled by them : they
were just shadowed by tall trees behind, between whose trunks the
scattered rays of the setting sun shed such a partial light as Salvator
Rosa himself would not have disdained. These same soldiers, how-
ever, circumscribed our ride: we had intended to return by the
inland road, but were not allowed to pass into 1t, as part, at least, lies
without the posts, therefore we were obliged to return by the way we
came. '

At the spot where the present guard is placed, and where mdeed
a strong guard is peculiarly necessary, the river Bibiriba falls mto
the estuary, which was formerly the port of Olinda. A dam 1s built
across with flood-gates which are occasionally opened ; and on the

dam there is a very pretty open arcade, where the neighbouring
inhabitants were accustomed in peaceable times to go in the evening,
and eat, drink, and dance. It is from this dam that all the good

water used in Recife is daily conveyed in water-canoes, which come
ander the dam called the Varadouro, and are filled from twenty-three
pipes, led so as to fill the canoes at once, without farther trouble.
We saw seven-and-twenty of these little boats laden, paddle down the
creek with the tide towards the town. A single oar used rather as
rudder than paddle guides the tank to the middle of the stream, where

it floats to its destination.
The sun was low, long before we reached even the first of the two




‘ lay him on a plank, carry him to the beach,
where beneath high-water mark they hoe a little sand over him ; but

to the new negro even this mark of humanity is denied. He is tied

ay. These things

sent us home sad and spiritless, notwithstandin g the agreeable scenes
we had been riding among.

29th. The tfeast of St. Michael’s has drawn out the Portuguese

gentlewomen, of whom we had not yet seen one walking in the streets.
The favourite dress seems to be black, with white shoes and white or
coloured ribbons and flowers in the hair, with a mantle of lace or
cauze, either black or white. We have seen a few priests too for the
first time. 1 think the edict desiring them to keep within their convent

walls, 1s In consequence of their being among the fomentors of the

spirit of independence. The appropriation of so much of the church
revenue by the court of Lisbon is of course unpopular among the

clergy of the country; and it is not difficult for them to represent,
what indeed 1s truth, to the people, that the drawing of so much
treasure from the country to support Lisbon, which can neither
govern nor protect them now, 1s a rational oround of complaint, [t
is said, that the morals of the clergy here are most depraved. This
is probably true. Men cut off by vows like those of the Roman
clergy, from the active charities of social lite, have only the resources
of science and literature against their passions and vices. But here
the very names of literature and science are almost unknown. The
college and library of Olinda are in decay. There 1s not one b.ook-
seller in Pernambuco, and the population ot 1its different parishes
amounts to 70,000 souls! A tolerably well written newspaper, ot
which I have not been able to procure the first number, was set up n
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March, under the title of “ Aurora Pernambucana,” with the follow-
Ing motto from Camoens :

Depois da procellosa tempestade,
Nocturna sombra e sibilante vento,
T'ras a manha serena e claridade,

Esperanca de porto e salvamiente :

alluding to the arrival of the news of the revolution in Portugal, on
the 26th of that month, and the swearing of the governor, m agistrates,
Xc. to adhere to the constitution as established by the Cortes. Iam

sorry to say that this only paper has been discontinued for the two
last months, the editor having, as it seems, become a secretary of

government, and having no longer time to superintend the press. *

. 30th.— Last night the patriot troops attacked the line of defence at
1 (’>\’ Olinda for four hours, but I do not believe there was any loss on either
side. This morning a Portuguese frigate, the Don Pedro, with troops
from Bahia, arrived.  The reinforcement of 350 men, partly European,
partly Bahian, has put the inhabitants, from the governor downwards,
into the highest spirits ; so that for once we see Pernambuco active,
and cheerful, and alive. Men and women are out in their gayest
habits, and the military are running and riding in all directions, not
a little pleased to have some to relieve them 1n their constant watch
and ward.

Among other things which I learned by looking on, while the elders

of families were engaged in the streets with the new-comers, was
that the young Pernambucans are as dexterous in the use of signs as
the Turkish lovers themselves, and that often a courtship is carried
on in this way, and a marriage settled, without the parties having ever

heard each other’s voices. However, the general mode 1s for parents
to settle their children’s nuptials, without consulting any thing but
pecuniary convenience.

This day several of the officers and midshipmen of the Doris ac-
companied us to dine at the governor’s, at half-past four o’clock.

¥ Not only has this paper been continued since, but others are now published in Recife,
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Our welcome was most cordial. His excellency took one end of the
table, and an aide-de-camp the other: I was seated between M. and
Madame do Rego. He seemed happy to talk of his old English
friends of the Peninsula, with many of whom I am acquainted ; and
she had . thousand enquiries to make about England, whither she is
very anxious to go. They apologised for having so little plate, but
their handsome services were packed up in an English store-house,
together with her excellency’s jewels and other precious things. The
cookery was a mixture of Portuguese and French. After the soup,
a dish was handed round of boiled lean beef, slices of fat salt pork,
and sausages, and with this dish, rice boiled with oil and sweet herbs.
Roast beef was presented, in compliment to the English, very little
roasted. Salads, and fish of various kinds, were dressed in a peculiar
manner ; poultry and other things in the French fashion.

The dessert was served on another table. Besides our European
dessert of fruit, cakes, and wine, all the puddings, pies, and tarts,
formed part ofit. It was decorated with flowers, and there was a profu-
sion of sugar-plums of every kind. The company rose from the dining-
table, and adjourned to the other, which Madame do Rego told me
should have been spread in a separate apartment; but they have so
recently taken possession of their house, that they have not one yet
fitted up for the purpose. The governor and his guests proposed many
toasts alternately—The King of England,the King of Portugal,the navy
of England, the King of France *, Luis do Rego, and the captaincy
of Pernambuco, &c. — When we all rose at once from table ; some of
the company went on board ship, but most adjourned to the drawing-

room, a comfortable apartment, furnished with blue satin damask,
where we were joined by the French naval officers of His Most

Christian Majesty’s ship Sappho, and several ladies and gentlemen of
the city. We had some excellent music. Madame do Rego has an

dmirable voice, and there were several good singers and players on
the piano. [t was a more pleasant, polished evening than I had ex-
pected to pass 1n Pernambuco, especlally now 1n a state of siege.
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iné * | ike French consul, was present.
* Mr. Lainé, the very pleasing and gentlemanlike French consul, Was p
Q
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Wednesday, 8d October,— I went on board on Monday, and, pro-
vokingly enouglh, the patriots chose that very night to make an attack - )
upon the out-post of the Affogadas, so I did not see the governor, /i X
at the head of his troops, march out to meet them ; nor did I hear
the national hymn sung by the regiments as they filed along on their
return from a successful sally. *  Yesterday, nothing occurred worth
noting; we had the consul and British merchants on board to
dinner, and the day passed as such days usually do.

Having learned that the patriots have refused to allow the linen

belonging to the ship, which had been sent to the country to be
washed, to return to the town, it was determined that we should send
to their head-quarters, and remonstrate against this very Inconvenient
mode of annoying the port. I obtained leave to accompany the
messengers, and accordingly we all went on shore immediately after
breakfast. ~Our first business was to procure passports, and to learn
the countersigns ; after which Capt. Graham, with Col. Cottar, the
governor's principal alde-de-camp, rode with us to the out-posts,
where we left them, with an intention of returning to dine at Mr.
Stewart’s, to meet Luis do Rego’s family.  OQur party consisted of

* Since writing my Journal, I have seen the official account of this attack on the Villa of |
the Affagados. It was a well planned expedition; but the raw troops were easily driven
out of the villa of which they had already possessed themselves, by throwing a bridge |
over a branch of the Capabaribe, by the veteran soldiers of Do Rego.

The same morning, i. e. that of the Ist of October, the provisional junta ot Pernambuco

had addressed that of the patriots of Goyana, offering peace, saying, that as their avowed
object was the dismissal of L. do Rego, he was ready to withdraw himself ; that he had twice

offered the council of Recife to do so, and had besides sent to the Cortes to beg they would
appoint a successor, and allow him to retire ; that his motive for this was the desire of peace,
and of procuring the tranquillity of the province, so disturbed by these civil broils. They
tell the patriots also, that the Don Pedro is arrived, and assure them that the troops
brought by the frigate shall be employed only in the defence of Recife. They also intimate,
that they are sure of assistance from the French and English frigates then there, such 7
assistance having been offered, on the ground of the kinglish and French property in the
place. Now I know that no such assistance was offered by the English frigate. It was
asked ; but a strict neutrality had been enjoined by the oovernment, all interference wag
refused, and no more was offered than personal protection to either English, French, or
Portuguese ; and of course protection for English property being the purpose for which
the frigate was there, was understood by all parties.
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M. Caumont, to act as nterpreter, Mr. Dance, bearing the letter,

‘-.‘“. my cousin Mr. Glennie as my cavalier, and myselt. It was the first
v time we had had an opportunity of passing the lines, and we felt

like school-boys who had stolen beyond bounds, and well we might;
the scenery was fresh and lovely, and the day as fine as possible.
Pernambuco is not a walled town, but hroad rapid rivers and

®stuaries surround it, and it is only approachable by the roads and
causeways ; the banks thrown up across these, for present defence, are
such as might stop the Brazilian cavalry for a few minutes, or afford
cover for musketry ; but their best defence is the swamp at the mouth
of the Capabaribe, which is flooded at high water, and which extends
nearly to the Bibiribi. At the edge of the swamp there 1s a wooden
palisade, where we left the last post of the royalists, and took leave
of our friends, who had accompanied us so far.  After riding across
the marsh, which by the by is very fit for rice ground, and is sur-
rounded by cocoa-nut and tamarind trees, we came to the main stream
of the Capabaribe, a deep, broad, and very rapid river ; its sides are
steep, and the water beautifully clear * : its banks are studded with
country-houses, and adorned with groves and gardens, for the present
abandoned by their owners, who have taken refuge in Recife.

The hedges on each side of the road are woven of palm-leaves, and
where not quite new, are covered with all splendid creeping plants ;
the common and winged passion-flower, white, blue, and yellow
clematis, jasmine, china-rose, and many others, both gay and sweet.
The ditches, too, were full of colour, but we rode too fast to stay to
collect plants; and 1 could only promise myself, at some future
time, to gather one that appeared like a bog bean, but its colour
bright purple. '

About two miles from Do Rego’s last outpost, we came to the first
post of the patriots, at a country-house on a rising ground, where
arms piled at the door, and a sort of ragged guard, consisting of a

* The Cap@baribe has a course of about fifty leagues, but is only navigable to about sIx
miles from the ‘sea, on account of rapids and falls in the upper part; it has two mouths,
one at Recife, and the other at Os Affogados, Chor. braz.

Q 2
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merry-looking negro with a fowling-piece, a Brazilian with a blun-
derbuss, and two or three of doubtful colour with sticks, swords
pistols, &c., told us an officer was to be found. After a few minutes
parley, we found he was not authorised to receive our letter, so we
rode on under the direction of the old Brazilian with his blunderbuss,
who, being on foot, threatened to shoot us if we attempted to ride
faster than he walked. The slow pace at which we advanced gave us
leisure to remark the beauties of a Brazilian spring. Gay plants,
with birds still gayer hovering over them, sweet smelling flowers,
and ripe oranges and citrons, formed a beautiful fore-ground to the
very fine forest-trees that cover the plains, and clothe the sides of the

low hills in the neighbourhood of Pernambuco. Here and there a
little space 1s cleared for the growth of mandioc, which at this season

is perfectly green: the wooden huts of the cultivators are generally
on the road-side, and, for the most part, each has its little grove ot
mango and orange-trees. At one of these little homesteads, we found
a pretty large guard-house, established where four roads meet, and
there our foot guide left us, and a gentlemanlike young officer, of the
Brazilian Cacadores, rode with us, and entertained us by calling Luis
do Rego a tyrant, and attributing the siege of Pernambuco entirely
to the governor’s obstinacy, in not joining the people of the province
in throwing off the dominion of his master. Round the guard-house
a number of negro girls, with hroad flat baskets on their heads, were

selling fruit and cold water : they had decked their woolly hair, and
the edges of their baskets, with garlands of the scarlet althaea ; their

light blue or white cloaks were thrown aracefully across their dusky
shoulders, and white jackets, so that it was such a picture as the early

Spaniards might have drawn of their Eldorado.

After riding a few miles, we came suddenly to the foot ot an abrupt
hill, on whose sides there were scattered groups of the most mag-
2ieeent trees 1 ever beheld.  There we were met by a small mili-
tary party, which, after a parley with our oulde, rather ordered, than
invited us to ride up. In a few seconds, we came to a steep yellow
sandstone bank, shaded on one side by tall trees, and open on the
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other to a lake surrounded by woody hills, on the most distant of
which, the white buildings of Olinda sparkled like snow. On the top
of the bank, and in the act of descending, was a group of forty
horsemen, one of the foremost of whom bore a white banner; se-
veral were dressed in splendid military habits, others in the plamn

R cho.sturne of .the landed proprietors. These were deputies from Pa-
i raiba on their way to propose terms to Luis do Rego ; they had just
‘ Zz‘;’“ﬂﬁm left the head-quarters of the besieging army, where the provisional

Dot fowais s Bntin 2o, OVEINMENT of Goyana is stationed, and were accompanied by a

st e guard of honour : after exchanging civilities, part of the guard turned
back with us, and the deputies went on their way. Having reached

the top of the hill, we found about a hundred men, tolerably well

armed, but strangely dressed, awaiting us ; and there we were detained

till our guide rode forward to ask leave to bring us to head-quarters.

T was sorry T had no means of sketching any part of the beautiful

landscape, which, besides the striking features [ have mentioned

before, now djsplayed a broad river, over which there is a white

- stone bridge of several arches; at one end, a large house, more
! Rosto  like a palace, with its arches and corridors, and the encampment of
the army and the horse picquets, and, in short, a bustle and ani-

mation that seldom happen to adorn so fine a scene. Our oulde

soon returned with eighteen or twenty mounted soldiers, whose ap-

pearance was Tather wild than military: the guard presented arms

as we parted from them, and we soon cantered down the hill to-
wards the main body of the troops. Not above two hundred had the

s of soldiers: but there were dresses and wea-

pons of every kind, leather, cloth, and linen ; short jackets and long
and every tint of colour in their faces, from the sallow

frican. Military honours were paid us by these
onducted to the palace square, where

arms or accoutrement






