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some sugar-cane. His stores of the first of these
were 1mmense, and filled several large barns
(Pajol) up the very roof. 'The sugar-cane is
pressed in a small mill, belonging to the fazenda,
1s used partly to make rum and treacle, and sold to
the neighbours. The ashes of dried bean-stalks,
from which the beans are threshed with long poles
on a dry floor before the house, are employed in
making soap, which 1s, however, very impure, and
never becomes hard. Attention is paid too to the
breeding of horned cattle. A herd of six hundred
supplies the whole establishment with meat, milk,
cheese, and leather. "Thus the most important
wants are provided for by the produce of the
fazenda, which 1s very favourable, not only to the
ﬂ prosperity, but also to the moral character of the
inhabitants. "L'his 1s especially evident in the situ-
ation of the slaves, who, under such circumstances,
are healthy and cheerful, and live with their mas-
ters on a truly patriarchal footing.

When we had crossed the Sapucahy in boats,
and paid a few pence toll for each mule, we arrived
over two woody mountains, into a beautiful valley,
which is formed on the left, by the Serra de S.
Gonzalo, and on the right by the Serra de Paciencia.
Both are covered with fine forests, and are distin-
guished by outlines closely resembling those of
our lower Alps. The country through which we

passed, lies high, and the vegetation of the plains
has an Alpine character; the extensive hills are
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clothed with bushy grey-green oTasses, NUmerous
lysianthias, declieuxias, biittnerias, escobedias, and
small-leaved apocynum, but the low grounds with
small bushy trees. The rock is chiefly light yellow

granite, with small scaly black mica, on which the
red auriferous loam lies. The village of' S.Gonzalo,
which is three leagues north-north-east from S.

prosperity, the instability of which is testified by
several handsome but half-decayed buildings.
Most of the inhabitants, however, still obtain from
two to four thousand crusadoes from their min es,

which is a great advantage to them, provided they
do not at the same time neglect agriculture.
Along the road from S. Gonzalo to Villa da Cam-
panha, we met everywhere with indications of the
principal occupation of gold-washing; the trenches,
in particular, by which the water required is led
from the highest parts of the country, are often
of surprising extent, and run for leagues along
the declivities of the mountains. Here, too, the
mountamns consist of granite, which not unfre-
quently passes into gneiss, and the felspar of
which 1s almost entirely decomposed into kaolin.
We often saw great tracts entirely decomposed
into loam of a white or bright violet colour ;
for the felspar has the first colour, as the
chief' ingredient of the rock of this country in
general, and it gradually acquires the latter by
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decomposition. The mica is of a silver colour,

or greenish; the mass of the quartz 1s propor-
- tionably small; here and there veins of quartz
traverse the rock in manifold directions, and
these always abound in disseminated gold. 'Lhe
Mineiros, however, do not look for and follow
them, except when the surrounding rock 1s so
entirely disintegrated, that it yields the profit they
seek, without being worked according to the proper
rules of the art of mining.

The Villa Campanha, or properly Villa da Prin-
cesa da Beira, which we reached early in the day,
it being only four leagues to the north-west of
S. Gonzalo, 1s situated on a high hill, and is, next
to Villa de S.Joao d’ El Rey, the most important
and populous place 1n the comarca do Rio das
Mortes. The gold mines in the neighbourhood,
some of which have been worked only a few years,

are among the richest that are now worked, and
have diffused great opulence among the inhabitants,
among whom we became acquainted with our
countryman, Mr. Stockler, brother to the governor
of the Azores. There are here many pretty houses
of two stortes which have glass windows, one of the
most expensive articles of domestic comfort in the
interior of Brazil. DBut it appeared to us that lux-
ury and corruption of morals kept equal pace with
the progress of riches and commerce.

As physi-
cians we had especially occasion to remark the in-
credible extent of syphilis, and its incalculably
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fatal consequences to the health and morals of the
inhabitants. Not only does the universality of the
contagion most seriously tend to diminish the po- -
pulation, but the unblushing openness with which
it 1s spoken of destroys all moral feeling, and vio-
lates, in particular, the rights of the female sex,
who are not allowed any influence over the senti-
ments of the men, and in the formation of happy
marriages. Lhis melancholy state of things, which
18 the darkest side in the picture of the DBrazilian
character, is rendered still worse by the numbers
of 1mported negro slaves and of concubines (mul-
heres da cama), to which state the mixed descend-
ants of both races in particular degrade themselves.

As the manual labour of gold-washing 1s pertormed
entirely by slaves, the perverseness of the whites
disdains, asdishonourable, every similaremployment,
even those of agriculture and tending cattle ; in
consequence there are so many idlers that they are
usually distinguished as a separate classunder the
name of Vadios. 'The traveller, therefore, sees here
with the splendour of the greatest opulence, all the
images of human misery, poverty, and degradation.
The inhabitants, whose wants even their rich and
teeming soil cannot satisfy are always instituting in-
vidious comparisons between their country and
the northern districts of Minas, which they de-
scribe to strangers as the true Eldorado, where,
with the enjoyment of greater riches, liuropean
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manners, civilisation and luxury are already intro-
duced, and to which they are much inferior.

‘We left Villa de Campanha the next morning,
having first parted with our troublesome fugitive,
that we might not run the risk of again losing him,
to the Juiz de Fosa, who had just lost several ne-
oroes by a fall of earth in his mines. From this
time (the 14th of February) the rainy season in
this latitude seemed to be quite over. This cir-
circumstance and the confidence we could repose
in our honest guide, a Paulista of Jundiahy, who

relieved us from all care about the mules, the pro-
curing of the supplies, and the proper packing of
our chests, enhanced the pleasure of the journey
through this country, which appeared to become
more beautiful and interesting at every step we
advanced.

It is usual in Minas to complete the day’s jour-
ney without halting. We therefore travelled every
day from six or seven in the morning to two or
three o’clock in the afternoon, when we unloaded
at a rancho, or more rarely in the open fields,
where only water was to be had. "I'he mules were
fed with maize and after being carefully examined
to see whether they were in good condition, were
driven to the pasture; the same meal was prepared
as in the morning, with the addition ot the birds
and monkeys we had shot upon the way; and our
baggage was arranged in such a manner to be best
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protected against the rain, according to the local
circumstances. If there was reason to fear a visit
from the ounces during the night, the camp was
surrounded on all sides with watch-fires, and care
taken, during the day, to procure a sufficient sup-
ply of wood. During our march we had had op-
portunities to collect observations on the country
we had passed through, and on the plants, mine-
rals, &c., found in the vicinity of the road. After
the caravan was encamped we employed the re-
mainder of the day, for similar purposes, in excur-
sions in the neighbourhood ; and the hours of twi-
light and the beginning of the night were spent in
writing notes in the journals, 1n preparing, drying,
and packing our collections. 'This simple mode of
life had 1its peculiar charms, which were increased
by reciprocal participation of the pleasures arising
from our discoveries, or by conversations in which
we often called to mind our distant Kuropean
friends. Lastly, music, too, made a part of our daily
amusement ; for we never lay down to rest till the
violin of one of the travellers had played some
artless Brazilian popular airs, succeeded by Ger-
man melodies, which combined the agreeable sen-
sations of the present with the remembrances of
our native land.
Our first encampment after Villa de Campanha
was in the Arraial do Rio Verde, a small village
situate 1n a beautiful green plain bounded by
woods, on the rivulet Rio Verde which is half
VOL, II. K




130

as broad as the Paraiba river, and flows from
hence to join the Sapucahy, and across which
there is a tolerably good wooden bridge. Lhe
bridge gate was not closed during the night, and
several of our mules, as is the custom of those ani-
mals, had returned back by the way they came, for
which reason we could not immediately pursue our
journey the following morning. It happened to be
a holiday, and about a hundred of the inhabitants
of the neighbourhood assembled in the church to
hear mass. This edifice, like most of the country
churches in Minas, is small, and built only of clay
and wood, without steeple, organ, or internal orna-
ments. The want of all these things gives to the
service a simplicity which, as well as the presence
of all the members of the families, even the youngest,
imparts to this religious assembly, in a country so
backward in civilisation, an aftecting character re-
sembling the first Christian meetings.

To the north of Arraial do Rio Verde we crossed
pleasant plains covered with lively verdure, and in
the bottoms with thick bushes. Numerous apes
called Miriki or Mono ( Brachyteles Hypozanthus*),
which inhabit the neighbouring forests, uttered
their loud and discordant cry : yet we did not
succeed in getting near to the noisy troop, for
at the slightest motion that they perceived in
the bushes, they immediately fled with dreadful

* Spix, Sim. Bras. fol. tab. xxvii.
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clamours. Another curiosity which the zoologist
met with on this road, was one of the most poisonous
serpents of the country, called Uruts, which is two
feet long, of a dark colour, with brownish stripes,
and has the mark of a skull upon its head. Like
all the other species which are notorious for their
poison, for example, the surucuca*, the jararacugu,
also called the schiraracat, and the jararaca-mirim
or de rabo brancof, it lives chiefly in forests, on
damp dark places on the ground, under stones or
rotten wood, and its bite is said to occasion almost
certain death. Nothing terrifies the Brazilians so
much as the fatal bite of these animals, which being
so numerous are very frequently met with. "The
few surgeons in the interior of the country almost
entirely decline prescribing for the bite of serpents,
and rather leave it to the people called curadores,
who use a mysterious mode of cure, and for this
reason possess the confidence of the common people
in a higher degree than the physicians, though they
cannot always boast of success. Shooting pains In
the limbs, irresistible lassitude, giddiness, vomitings,
pains in the eyes and temples, burning in the back,
blindness, bleeding at the eyes, nose, mouth, and
ears ; sometimes, but not always, violent salivation,
swelling of the face, insensibility, mortal weak-

* Bothrops Surucuci, nob.

+ Bothrops Neuwiedii, nob.
1 Bothrops leucurus, nob. (Spix, Serpent. Bras. 4;t9. tab.,

xXil. XXIil.)

K %
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ness, anxiety, fear of death, tremblings and con-

vulsions succeed, if the poison takes its full eftect, n

the space of a few hours; and the patient expires

within four and twenty hours after the bite of the
rattle-snake, and in a still shorter time after that
of the Jararaca-mirim, with the most dreadtul con-
vulsions and sometimes with symptoms of’ hydro-
phobia, so that the curador who often lives at a
distance comes too late, though no time has been
lost in sending for him. If the venom has not been
so powerful, and the curador therefore finds 1t pos-
sible to effect something, he generally begins by
sucking the wound, causes the patient to be con-
veyed into a dark chamber, carefully guarded against
every draught of air, and administers to him him-
self a great quantity of decoctions of certain herbs
and roots internally, and poultices of the same
medicines on the wound. One of the most effica-
cious and commonly used remedies, are the leaves
and roots of a rubiacea(Chiococco anguifuga, Mart.™),
which is known in the country by the name of
Raiz preta or de Cobra, and, m 1ts external qua-
lities, especially in the pungent, penetrating, and
disagreeable smell, much resembles the Senega
and Valerian.  "I'he patient must drink great
quantities of the decoction ; and the poultices of the
fresh-bruised leaves and roots are frequently re-

. * C. foliis ovatis acuminatis glabris, racemis paniculatis
axillaribus foliosis. (Vide Von Eschwege’s Journal of Brazil,
Part 1. p.2%5.) '
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peated, alternately with those of several other
plants, for instance, the 16co (Plumbago scandens,
I..), which draws blisters, the picio (Bidens
graveolens, nob. and leucantha, W.), the erva de S.
Anna (Kuhnia arguta, H.), and the Spilanthes
brasiliensss. 1f the use of the Raiz preta produces

considerable evacuations, hopes are entertained of
the cure, and violent perspiration is considered as
a particularly favourable sign. The same remedies
are then administered without intermission for seve-
ral days together, till the patient, thou gh very wealk,
gradually recovers his former features, which, at the
beginning, are almost always disfigured like those of
a corpse. Ior some days after the bite, the curador
does not quit the bed of the patient for a moment.
When he 1s seized with a sh uddering or weakness,
he rubs him with spirits, or endeavours to recover
him by breathing on him, or by fumigation with aro-
matic herbs. The curadores affirm that the cure
cannot be pronounced complete in less than sixty
days after the bite ; for that till that time the pa-
tient 1s still in danger of dying, if not suddenly in
the abovementioned fearful attacks, yet of a slow
nervous fever. ‘I'hey forbid him during this time
to be near a woman who has just recovered from
sickness, to remain out of bed lon oer than while

the sun 1s up, or to take any animal food but such
as1s very delicate. 'The proceedings of the curador
are always accompanied with a certain degree of

quackery, and several circumstances prove that the
K 3
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method is properly derived from the negroes and
Indians; and, in fact, the art is chiefly practised by
old free negroes and mamelukes. Women on the
other hand, who otherwise have the first place in
the surgery of the Brazilians, but very rarely un-
dertake to cure the bite of serpents; and a mulatto
assured us that they were not qualified to do so till
they were fifty years old, because till that age, as
he expressed himself, they are themselves poison-
ous. We met with many persons who had been
saved from imminent death after the bite of ven-
omous serpents; they however always remained
weak, and were troubled for life with swelled and
ulcerated legs.

T'he Rio do Peixe, which is less than its neigh-
bour, the Rio Verde, flows also into the Rio Grande,
and passes near the Fazenda S. I'é, comes down
from the side branches of the Mantiqueira, and is
said to have formerly yielded much gold. The
few houses which we saw in its vicinity, by no
means indicated the opulence of the owners; yet
the inhabitants of this beautiful and healthy country,
which 1s commanded by the romantic summits of
the Mantiqueira, appear to find the gratification of
their wishes in the produce of their numerous herds.
The agreeable coolness and repose which we en-
joyed here reminded us of the pastures of our
native Alps, and we advanced with increasing
pleasure, and more lively interest, the nearer we

approached the centre of Minas.
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To the north, four miles beyond the Rio do
Peixe, near a solitary chapel called Campo Bello,
where we found a great number of loose garnets of
the size of a hazel nut, the road to the Villa de
d. Jodo do Principe divides into two branches ; the

western goes more into the valley by way of Boa

Vista, Brambinho, and the Arraial das Lavras de

Ifunil, it is more populous and rather longer ; the

eastern leads through the mountains along unfre-

quented by-paths. We preferred the latter, be-
cause we were unwilling to descend from this serene
region, where we could indulge without interruption
in those cheerful feelings which on mountains, as
1t were, reanimate the soul of the traveller. The
friendly, truly patriarchal reception which we met
with on the summit of this lonely rock in a solitary
farm, the Fazenda do Corrego dos Pinheiros, was
in pertect unison with our feelings. They seemed
to be here much accustomed to the society of their
neighbours, and every one whom the owner had

given permission to unload was considered as a
guest, without having anything to pay tor beyond
the maize for his mules; this hospitality and
friendly disposition is met with in a great part of
Minas.

We had scarcely entered 1t when a thunder-

storm arose with such extraordinary fury, that we
had double reason to congratulate ourselves on
having found an asylum under so hospitable a roof.

It was a sudden storm, such as very rarely occurs
K 4
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in the temperate zone. In a quarter of an hour
the whole turmoil of the elements had subsided,
and the slopes of the valley, from which the rain
poured down in torrents were in a few minutes
dried by the sun. The host’s numerous sons mean-
time exerted themselves to entertain us by singing
their simple popular songs, which they accompanied
with the guitar. The most celebrated poet of
Minas is Gonzaga, formerly ouvidor of S. Joao
d’El Rey ; but having, at the beginning of the
Krench revolution, taken part in a seditious tumult,
he was banished to Angola, where he died. Be-

sides the songs of this poet, which have been pub-
lished under the title of ¢ Marilia de Dirceo,”’

numbers of others are current in the mouths of
the people, which afford equal proot of the deli-
cacy of the muse of the unfortunate poet. Such
1s the little song ¢ No regaco, &c.”” which we here
caught as it was sung to us. When Brazil shall
have one day a literature of its own, Gonzaga will
have the glory of having attempted the first ana-
creontic tones of the lyre on the banks of the
pastoral Rio Grande, and of the romantic Jequi-
tinhonha.

On the Corrego dos Pinheiros, which resembles
a T'yrolese Alpine summit, a new formation of rock
commences. Lhe hitherto prevalent granite and
gneiss 1s succeeded by that form ot the mica or
rather quartzy slate, which 1s generally called
elastic sandstone, and thin layers of which are in
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the direction of hour 8 of the miner’s compass
and have an inclination of 60° to70°. In the valley
below we first met with a similar blue talc-like

the bold outlines of which had formed for some

days the boundary of our prospect. From this
place, we ascended that mountain, over the r dge

the mountain of Capivary, on our right the Serra de

Ingahy, both of which run parallel with the Serra
Branca, from S5.5.W. and S.W. to N.N.E. and N. E.,

and all branch out, almost in right angles, from the
Serra de Mantequeira, the main stem of the moun-
tains in Minas. 1hese mountain chains, mostof them
covered to the very summit with pleasant campos,
have a level, far-extended ridge, from which, side
branches stretch into the valleys, and connect the
single chains. Here are no frightful clefts or gi-
gantic rocky summits, rent into threatening forms ;
the eye, on the contrary, reposes in the view of not
very deep valleys, and of beautifully rounded hills,
adorned with pastures, down the gentle slopes of
which clear streams here and there descend. 'The
traveller does not here meet with the impressions
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of those sublime and rugged high Alps of Europe,
nor on the other hand, those of a meaner nature ;
but the character of these landscapes combines
grandeur with simplicity and softness, and these
are among the most delightful which we met with
between the tropics. As the broad tops of the
sarcophagus-formed mountains, rise almost to an
equal height (between three and four thousand
teet), and the valleys, shaped like a trough, are not
very deep, this whole part of the mountains might
be called an undulating plateau, in which the Serra
de Mantiqueira is gradually lost on the western
side. "1T'he derra das Lettras, which has excited
the interest of the common people by strange den-
dritic figures of the white flexible quartz (or Ge-
lenk quartz), which i1s frequently eaten away, lies
but a few miles from this place, and belongs en-
tirely to the same formation. In places, for instance
near the huts called Capivary, at the foot of the
serra of the same mname, we found on this quartzy
mica-slate, a much decomposed clay-slate, of a car-
nation or greenish colour containing garnets, and
the direction of this clay-slate was more south (7. e.
S.W. or S.S5.W.) than that ot the mica-slate. The
mica or quartz slate 1s white or yellowish, of a fine
ogranular structure, and appears to be incumbent,
sometimes upon granite and sometimes on a lilac-
coloured granite-gneiss, in which there are garnets
and black shorl. We had frequently seen such
gneiss standing out near Villa de Campanha and on

the Rio Verde. All this part of the mountain is






